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summer of 1968, the Dixons had bought the old
Allendale Hotel building and had begun repairs and
renovations. The tower was lowered, the porch fae-
ing the railroad tracks was raised, and columns were
installed.”

About 1969 Herman Rohsler buill the present
main store of his Allendale Nursery on the site of the
burned Allendale Manor (formerly the Ackerman,
then Shearman, then Tremaine estate). The Allendale
Manor had bumed in June 1925 and for nearly 45
years all thal remained standing of the old roadhouse
on Franklin Turnpike were the tall brick chimneys.
Rohsler’s futher bought the property and buildings
from the Tremaine estate in the late 1920s or early
1830s. When Herman Rohsler built the new, main
store building of his Allendale Nursery about 1969, he
incorporated the old chimneys into his new building.
Other buildings on the property include a dwelling
house probably built in the carly 1900s and used as a
servant’s quarters between about 1912 and 1920, and
an old barn which was said to have at one time
housed a church school.

In 1971 Eva Schmitt moved her ladies’ apparel
store, The Country Shop, from 70 West Allendale
Avenue west along the block to 86 West Allendale
Avenue. Because of this store, the comer of West
Allendale Avenue and Maple Street came to be
known as “fashion corner.” On September 1, 1993,
when Eva Schmitt retired, The Country Shop went
out of business after 46 years in Allendale.”

The Allendale Florist, run by Vi and Chuck Hunley
at 114 West Allendale Avenue, was in business by
1967. By 1973 the proprietor was Ralph Mosiello,
After a fire in the building housing the florist at 114
West Allendale Avenue (built in 1915 as the Guatelli
Building), the Allendale Florist, by 1969, had moved
to a storefront at 74 West Allendale Avenue.

In 1961 The Home and Store News succeeded The
Ramsey Journal, which had been established by John
Y. Dater at Ramsey in 1892. Both papers covered local
events, including Allendale news. The Town Journal,
a weekly newspaper reporting news ol Allendale,
Saddle River and Upper Saddle River, was being pub-
lished at Saddle River by 1981. Later the coverage was
expanded, to include Ho-Ho-Kus.

The Allendale Nursing Home, at 85 Ilarreton Road,
opened in October 1967. The initial one-floor building,
on a 14-acre site, was designed to accommeodate 100 in
a plush, hotel-like sctting that was designed and deco-
rated to eliminate the institulional look. Over the
years, the nu_rsin:g home grew into the Allendale
Comanunity for Mature Living. The Community offers
three levels of mature living -— the Allendale Nursing
Home, Carlton Court (intermediate level), and The
Atriumn (residential, opened in 1989).

About 1975 Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bernstein took

over the Allendale Sweet Shop at 72 West Allendale
Avenue, running the business until it clesed about
1987,

In 1988 The Stiles Thomas Agency merged with
the Gates, Freeman & Giglio Agency to conduct ils
insurance business as the Thomas, Freeman & Giglio
Agency. The business continued in the Allendale
Flatiron Building at 111 West Allendale Avenue,
where the Stiles Thomas Agency had been quartered.

Other businesses in Allendale during the 1960s
included the the Allendale Liquor Shoppe al. 101 West
Allendale Avenue, Kraft's Dakery (at 87 West
Allendale Avenue), the Allendale Barber Shop (at 142
West Allendale Avenue, and later, by 1969, at 79 West
Allendale Avenue), the Plaza Colony Shop (selling
lamps and shades, at 323 Franklin Turnpike, by
1962), Rose’s Beauly Salon (al 80 West Allendale
Avenue, hy 1962), Eddie’s Meat Market (Edward
Klingman, by 1963), and George’s Radio and
Television Service (George Horton, by 1963).

Additional businesses operating during the 1960s
were the Merri Mart Gift Shop in the Allendale
Shopping Center, Town & Country Canine Grooming
at 89 West Allendale Avenue, Ed Baldesweiler's
Chevron Station at 11 Wesl. Allendale Avenue, Van
Der Wall Heating & Fuel Co. with an Allendale yard
at 1 Park Avenue, Jack and Ed Grosman’s Crescent
Supply Co., Inc. (al b4-56 Park Avenue, offering con-
tractor and industrial supplies), and Victor Scafuro’s
Aquarium Supply Company (off Cottage Mlacc).

5till other businesses during the decade included
the Garden State Farms Dairy Store at 79 West
Allendale Avenue (by 1967), the Allendale Bulcher
Shoppe at 101 West Allendale Avenue (by 1969),
Murray’'s TV at 85 West Allendale Avenuce, ihe
Allendale Travel Service (established by Don
Maddison at 84 West Allendale Avenue in 1968), and
Ames Appliances (at 385 Franklin Turnpike by 1969,
later, by 1981, Ames Electromnics).

Some of the businesses in Allendale from the
1970s onward included Cheez 'n Things (103 West
Allendale Avenue, esiablished in 1974), Freddie's
Girls at 140 West Allendale Avenwue (Hair Salon),
Storch Shoes {in the Allendale A & P Shopping
Center by 1981), Park Crest Cleaners at 29 Myrttle
Avenue (by 1981), the Christian Center Bookstore (at
96 West Allendale Avenue by 1981), O'Brien’s Travel
World (in the A & P Shopping Center by 1981),
Allendale Caterers at 81 West Allendale Avenue (by
1981), Tennis Advaniage at 64 West Allendale Avenue
{(by 1981}, Richlyn Bike Shop {at 93 West Allendale
Avenue by 198]1; later at 317 Franklin Turnpike),
Robert’s Haircutiers (at 82 Wesl Allendale Avenue,
run by Robert N. Podimant), the Allendale Camera
Shop (at the A & P Shopping Center by 1985; later at
78 West Allendale Avenue), Lady Suburbanite
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Hairstylist (in the A & P Shopping Center by 1985),
the Allendale Hair Studio (al 104 West Allendale
Avenue by 1985), Soup 'n Sub at 83 West Allendale
Avenue (by 1983), Michael’s Barber and Hair Stylist
(at 11 Maple Street by 1985}, Cuisine Emporie (in the
shopping center by 1987), the New Woman Spa (in
the “old” A & P building in the shopping cenler by
1987), the Allendale Cafe at 83 West Allendale
Avenue (by 1989), Li'l Duds (childrens’ clothing, run
by Joyce Moore at 72 West Allendale Avenue by
1987), Dominic's Continental Restaurant in the
Allendale Shopping Center, The Big Pink Pasta — an
Italian restaurant, at 1 Myrile Avenue (opened March
1991 in the renovated building formerly known as the
Guatelli Building, at 114 West Allendale Avenue), 1
Can’t Belicve It's Yogurt!, Marcel Awards (at 1 West
Allendale Avenue, in the former library building, by
1991), the Allendale Gulf Station at 11 West Allendale
Avenue, the Wyckoff Quality Bakery and its [larvest
Cafe in the A & P Shopping Center, West End Hair
Salon at 142 West Allendale Avenue (by 1993), and Talk
of the Town Video at 319 Franklin Turmpike (by 1993).

Allendale tradespeople active between 1961 and
1994 included George W. Prince (tree service, by
1963; later, by 1985, George W. Prince & Sons),
Dominick Mazzola (mason contractor), Erncst
Abrams (floor waxing service), Frank Doolitile
(trucking, excavating, and grading), Edmund
Grofsick (piano tuning and care), II. I\ Critchley
(house painting and paperhanging), Joseph
Zuidema's Cesspool Service, Richard Couch’s
Craftsman Floor Maintcnhance, Bernt Spilling (car-
pentry and cabinet-making), and Jim Colburn ((ruck-
ing, backhoe and sewer service).

Additional Allendale tradespeople working dur-
ing this period include George De Graw (guitar sales
and instruction), J. W. Vanderbeek (carpentry),
Daniel Faber (Faber Tree Experts), Ken Mowerson
(roofing and siding), W. Furman (tractor, backhoe,
excavalions, etc.), Brenwal Plumbing and Heating
(run by Ted Dietz), Mrs. E. Kosotschkin, at 202 Myrtle
Avenue (chair caning), Alward’s Tree Care (run by
Pete Alward by 1981), Vander Snow (roofing and sid-
ing by 1985), Rod Ruth (music for every occasion),
D'Jakhar Constrmction Company (run by Harold A.
DeNiear by 1989), Ilope Sferra Interiors (by 1989),
Thor Construction Co. (run by R. Thorsland by 1989),
Weidner Design Associates (Karen Weidner A.S1.D.,
by 1989), Jerry Crean (electrician, by 1991), RDB
Landscaping (Randy DenBleyker, by 1991)

In the early 1990s, improvements were made to
the downtown business section in Allendale. The
sidewalks throughout the business seclion were
redone in decoralive brick paving with Belgian block
curbing (completed in spring 1991), new streetlights
were erected (installed spring 1991), and a new four-

sided clock on a brick stanchion was installed in the
triangle at station plaza. The cost of the lamp posts
was contributed by Allendale businesses and individ-
uals. The cost of the town clock (approxijmately
$16,000) was also raised by donations from residents
and businesses. !

In addition to medical doctors Frederick R.
Kanning (whose office was al 90 West Allendale
Avenue) and Leo P Schultz (whose office was first in
his home at 232 Franklin Turnpike and by 1969 at 1
Memorial Drive), both general practitioners, other
physicians opened Allendale offices during this peri-
od. Dr. Richard A. Bolta, specializing in obstetrics
and gynecology was practicing from an office in his
756 West Crescent Avenue home by 1965, and Dr.
Martin R. Chamberlin, specializing in pediatric medi-
cine, had opened an office at 1 Memorial Drive by
1969 (he also had an office in Ramsey, and later,
when he moved to the house at 60 Wesl Crescent
Avenue, in Allendale, his office was located there. Dr.
John S, Sadowski, an ear, nose, and throat specialist,
opened an office al 1 Memorial Drive by 1971, By
1985 Dr. Jerald B. Hershman, a family practitioner,
had taken an office at 1 DeMercurio Drive (succeed-
ing Dr. Schultz) and Dr. Thomas G. McCormack
opcned his office for general surgery and medicine at
70 West Allendale Avenue. By 1993 Dr. Mary Bello
had joined Jerald Hershman in his practice.

Orthopedic surgeon Dr. August. B. Juliano lived in
Allendale and maintained an office in Ridgewood. By
1971 he had opened an office al 144 East Allendale
Avenue, at his home.

Dentists in Allendale during this era included Dr.
John M. Graddock (with an olfice al 1 Memorial
Drive), Drs. Matthew A. and Barbara B. Rocco {a hus-
band and wile teamn — she specialized in children’s
and handicapped dentistry — with olfices in their
710 West Crescent Avenue home by 1965 and later at
70 West Allendale Avenue), Dr. Donald M. Sencer
{whose office was at 2 West. Allendale Avenue by the
late 1950s), Dr. F. James O'Bosky, an orthodontist
(with an office at 1 Memorial Drive by 1969 and later
at 70 West Allendale Avenue), Dr. Thomas S. DiLauro
(with an office at 1 Memorial Drive by 1981).

By 1981 two chiropractors were practicing in
Allendale — Dr. George M. Richardson (with an
office in his home at 90 East Allendale Avenue) and
Dr. Paul S. Sobeck (firsi at 42 Wesl Allendale Avene,
and by spring 1994 at 756 West Crescent Avenue). By
1985 Dr. William G. Dixon had opened an office at
115 West Allendale Avenue and by 1993 Dr. Benjamin
N. Lol’aro opened his Family Chiropractic Center of
Allendale al 115 West Allendale Avenue.

Dr. Edward R. Levy, an optometrist, had an office
at 70 West Allendale Avenue by 1981.

Dr. Mark W. Hullstrung, a veterinarian, opened his
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