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Allendale Public 
School, Class of 
1927. Bottom row, 
left to right, Rbse 
Golembieski, Lizzie 
Smith, Marian 
McNeill, Dot Say re, 
Ethel Rudolph, 
Hazel Lightbody, 
Mildred Ebersole, 
Sophia Novakowski. 
Middle row, Fred 
Gordon, Robert 
Asten, William 
Young, Harry 
Carlough, Carlton 
B. Hutchinson, 
Richard Gibbons, 
and the teacher, 
Willard Ailing. Top 
row: Fred Strong, 
Bob Mathieson, and 
Frank Horack. 

Below, Allendale Public School, Third Grade (about 1921-1922). Bottom row, left to right: Marian 
Graham, Naomi Neil, Ethel Rudolph, Ethel Zabriskie, Gwendolyn Varey, unidentified girl, Doris Sayre, 
Elizabeth Smith, Agnes Bijou, Ruth (?) Sanborn. Second row from bottom: Miss Norris (teacher), Frank 
Horack, three unidenfied boys, William Neufeld, an unidentified girl, Augusta Webb, and another 
unidentified girl. Second row from top: sixth from left is Fred Gordon. Top row: Harry Carlough on the 
left, David Garrabrant is fourth from the left; and Vito Gasparini is on the right. 
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Elizabeth Dobbins, Miss Laurel 
Fuller (later Mrs. Laurel Fuller 
Saxton), Miss Gregory, Miss 
Hasenzahl, Miss Laura Hastings, 
Miss Haynes (or Haines), Miss 
Inez Hi l l (who was boarding at 
the Switzer house in 1920), Miss 
Holzer, Miss B. Hood, Miss J. 
Humphrey, Miss Ruth Hutchinson 
(later Mrs. E. Hoppen), Miss Jane 
Kerr, Miss Kochoneck, Miss Inez 
Norman (who jo ined the 
Allendale staff in 1927, and left in 
1954 to teach in Morris County, 
NJ), Miss Mary Norris (boarding 
at the Switzer house in 1920), 
Mrs. Grace Van Houten Peinecke, 
Miss Powers, Miss Alma Quacken-
bush, Miss Ramsey, Miss Ruth E. 
Reynolds, Gertrude Robinson 
(later Mrs. E. Etesse), Miss F. 
Schroeder, Mrs. Louise Swartz, 
Anita Van Houten (later Mrs. 
Stanley P. Fisher), Miss Dorothy 
Winchester (boarding at the 
Switzer house in 1920), Miss 
Woodbridge, and Mary Goetschius 
(later Mrs. John D. McKechnie), 
who joined the staff in 1917, and 
taught (with one hiatus) in the 
school unt i l her retirement in 
1964. 

The f lu epidemic of 1918 raged 
through Allendale in the fall of 
that year. Several teachers were 
out i l l and the school was quaran­
tined. By mid-October, reported 
The Ramsey Journal, "The epi­
demic of influenza seems to have 
spent itself in our town and no 
new cases have been reported for 
the past few days." 

Shirley White Cross remembered that in her 
school days during this period, the mothers used to 
take turns making and serving soup, to be eaten w i th 
the sandwiches children brought from home. 

In November 1927, Edward G. Washburne was 
elected chairman of a citizen's committee formed to 
assist school authorities in choosing a site and floor 
plan for a new school. In January 1928 Allendale res­
idents voted almost two to one in favor of the selec­
t ion of the Anthony property on Brookside Avenue as 
the proposed site for the new school, and authorized 
the expenditure of $165,000 to purchase land and 
build and equip the new school. 

The new Allendale Public School opened in 1929 

Above: the Allendale School on Franklin Turnpike in 1929. 

Below: the new Allendale School on Brookside Avenue in 1929. 

wi th 225 pupils. On September 6, 1929 the new 
school building was dedicated. Present at the pro­
gram were former Allendale public school teachers 
Mary E. Bentley (who was a principal in Allendale's 
first schoolhouse on the corner of Franklin Turnpike 
and Chestnut Street), and brothers Alfred Ackerman 
and John Ackerman (both of whom were Allendale 
principals for many years). Mayor John Parnell 
Thomas spoke during the program and Roswell 
Peardon rendered vocal selections. Teachers 
engaged for the coming term were introduced: Miss 
Ethel Bien, kindergarten; Miss Laura Hastings, first 
grade; Mrs. Grace Van Houten Peinecke, second 
grade; Miss Helyn Anthony, th ird grade; Miss Dorothy 
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Above, Allendale School class photo, about 1920. Teacher, on right: Miss Dorothy Winchester. Bottom row, seated, left to right: 
unidentified boy, Frank Horack, Norman? Travis, William Strangfeld, unidentified boy, -?- Cajmti, -?- Ackerman, Robert 
Rossner, William Neufeld, Robert Asten. Center row: 2 unidentified girls, Doris Sayre, Ethel Rudolph, Dorothy Ailing, Harriet 
Higgins, 3 unidentified girls, Augusta Webb, Gwendolyn Varey, unidentified girl, Elizabeth Smith. Top row: Fred Gordon, 2 
unidentified boys, William Young, 2 unidentified boys, Vito Gasparini, -?- Price, L . Wheeler, and Frank Dillon. 
Below, Allendale Second Grade, about 1925-1926. The teacher, at left, is Mrs. Grace Van Houten Peinecke. Identified stu­
dents are, bottom row, unidentified girl, Norma Kemp, May Strangfeld, Doris Winters, Shirley White, remainder of row 
unidenfied. Middle row, unidentified students. Top row: John Webb, Robert Mallinson, Kenneth LeBarron, Charles 
Johnson, and 2 unidenfied boys. 
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Curnock, fourth grade; Mrs. Evangeline Craze, fi fth 
grade; Miss Louise Swartz, sixth grade; Miss Inez 
Norman, seventh grade; and Miss Gertrude 
Robinson, eighth grade; and Willard Ailing, princi-

, 48, 49 
pal. 

About 1929 or 1930, a Parent Teachers Associ­
ation (P. T. A.) was organized at the school. 

Allendale Private Schools 

Oakley Hall in Allendale was a private boarding 
and day school for girls 6 to 15 years of age. The 
school was opened first as a day camp in summer 
1927 by Ethel Veronica Bender at the former Arthur 
Bull Sullivan estate at 99 Franklin Turnpike. In its 
advertisements, the school offered "modern methods 
and equipment, supervised play and organized 
sports, all on a beautiful estate." 

The 1929 graduating class consisted of just one 
girl, Mary Kent, but at the graduation exercises, the 
other 27 students, all dressed in uniform, accompa­
nied her when she marched in for commencement. 
Oakley Hall continued into the 1930s (at least unt i l 
1936).™'51 

Mrs. Fred B. Gordon ran a nursery school in 
Allendale in 1927. 

T H E ALLENDALE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Allendale Library moved again in 1919 to the 
Braun Building in the center of the business section. 
On Apr i l 7, 1919 the library committee of the V.I.A. 
disbanded (the V.I.A. itself had been defunct since 
about 1903). In place of the V.I.A. committee, the 
Allendale Library Association was formed, w i th its 
goal being "the perpetuation of the Allendale Public 
Library and the extension of its work in the commu­
nity." The secondary goal of the Association was to 
establish a building fund, to solicit donations to the 
fund, and to find and purchase a suitable site for the 
construction of a permanent home for the library. 

Among those involved w i th the Allendale Library 
in 1919 were Mrs. Josephine Asten, Miss Sue Barrow, 
Mrs. Henry Borger, Mrs. Wallace E. Carver, Mrs. 
William Dewsnap, Miss Edna L. Doty, Miss Haring, 
Mrs. Kate L. Harris, Mrs. Amy B. Hurd, Mrs. Hutches, 
William C. Lee, George M. Potter, Mrs. S. M. Pritchett, 
Mrs. W. C. Talman, Arthur Tomalin, and Mrs. S. T. Van 
Houten. 

On Apr i l 22, 1919, according to the Library 
Association minutes, the following officers of the 
Allendale Library Association were elected: Mr. 
Arthur Tomalin, president; Mr. George M. Potter, 
vice-president; Mrs. Henrietta L. Talman, sectretary; 
Mrs. Florence McCanless Pritchett, treasurer; and 
Mrs. Fannie Carver, librarian. 

Trustees elected November 25, 1921 were Mrs. 
Fannie Carver, Rev. Charles S. Woodruff, Mrs. Wager, 
Mr. George M. Potter, Mrs. Pell, and Mrs. Florence 
Pritchett. , -

Mrs. Carver resigned as librarian in November 
1921, following the death of her husband, and Mrs. 
Henrietta Talman was appointed acting librarian. At 
the Association's December 9, 1921 meeting, Mary K. 
Lee (Mrs. William C. Lee) was elected librarian and 
began many years of service to the library in that 
position. The other officers elected on December 9, 
1921 were Mr. Arthur Tomalin, president; Mr. William 
C. Lee, vice-president; Mrs. William C. Talman, secre­
tary; and Mrs. William Dewsnap, treasurer. 

By the time of their January 11, 1923 meeting, the 
Library Association had paid a $25 deposit on an 
option to buy, from the Mallinson brothers, a building 
site on the southwest corner of the Allendale Avenue 
and Franklin Turnpike intersection. At this same 
meeting i t was determined that the association be 
incorporated under the laws of the State of New 
Jersey to facilitate the purchase of land and con­
struction of a building of its own. 

On March 5, 1923 a committee of five was 
appointed to formulate plans for raising funds to pay 
for land and construction of a library building. On 
this committee were Frank Berdan, W. G. Z. 
Critchley, Mrs. Camille C. Watson, Miss Mary A. 
Hubbard, and Mr. Dargue. At this same meeting, the 
application for papers of incorporation was signed 
by Mr. E. G. Washburne, Mr. William Lee, Mr. Dargue, 
Mr. W. G. Z. Critchley, and Mrs. Camille C. Watson. 

About May 1923 the building site was purchased 
from William H. and John A. Mallinson. The Allendale 
Library Association was incorporated in November 
1923, and those who signed the certificate of incor-

The Allendale Library, 1929. 
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poration were: Edward G. Washburne, Albert L. 
Zabriskie, William C. Lee, William G. Z. Critchley, 
Amy B. Hurd, Mary K. Lee, Henrietta L. Talman, 
Georgianna Van Houten, Catherine L. Harris, and 
Fannie M. Carver. 

Architect Wil l iam Dewsnap (who had also 
designed Allendale's fire house and the Episcopal 
Parish House) began to draw up plans for the long-
awaited building and at the March 10, 1924 Library 
Association meeting he presented prel iminary 
sketches. 

In July 1924 the Association had received the cer­
tificate of incorporation and the deed for the proper­
ty from their lawyer, Mr. DeYoe, who had donated his 
services. Others active in the Library Association 
during this period of time were H. E. Sylvester 
Buechner, Dr. Percy C. Fisher, Mrs. Robert S. McNeil, 
Miss Moelhausen, George W. Parigot, Mrs. R. A. 
Phair, J. Parnell Thomas, and Mr. R. C. Turner. 

By June 7, 1926, the foundation had been com­
pleted. On December 18, 1926 a public reception and 
open house was held in the library's newly complet­
ed building. Library trustees in 1926 were Frank Berdan, H. 
E. Sylvester Buechner, Fannie M. Carver, Arthur R Dargue, 
Mary A Hubbard, Amy B. Hurd, Mary K Lee, William C, 
Lee, George W. Parigot, Elisabeth G. McNeill, Henrietta L. 
Talman; Edward G. Washburne, Charles S. Woodruff, and 
Albert L. Zabriskie. 

Donors to the land and building fund included: John H. 
Ackerman, William H. Ackerman, Peter L. Alberse, 
George Albert, Chester H. Allen, The Allendale 

Players, Wil lard Ai l ing , John 
Alsdorf, Mr. & Mrs. Roy M. 
Anderson, Arthur A. Appert, Henry 
J. Appert, John H. Appert, Mr. & 
Mrs. Lawrence A. Appert, Harry M. 
Archer, Nellie L. Archer, Mr. & Mrs. 
William P. Asten, William E. Bacon, 
Irene Baldwin, Sue Livingston 
Barrow, Frank J. Bates, Laura A. 
Beall, Mrs Wil l iam J. Becker, 
Wil l iam E. Bell , Frank Berdan, 
Charles F. Bi l lhardt , Theodore 
Biggerman, Julian N. Blackmore, 
Theodore H. Blackmore, Mr. & Mrs. 
Alfred Bohr, John Bowley, V. Boyle, 
Val J. Braun, Samuel C. Brower, 
George Brown, George Buchholtz, 
H. E. Sylvester Buechner, Chris 
Buhlman, Helen M. Buhlman, 
William B. Buhlman, The Campfire 
Girls, Louis Cappel, Oscar P. 
Carpenter, Frances M. Carver, The 
Chamber of Commerce, J. M. 
Christopher, Richard J. Christopher, 
Willis Christopher, J. Hyde Clain, 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cockroft, Mr. & Mrs. David 
Colburn, Clara H. Cooper, Elwood T. Critchley, 
Norman G. Critchley, Mr. & Mrs. Perry Critchley, Mr. 
& Mrs. William G. Z. Critchley, Maude Cunningham, 
William Cunningham, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur P. Dargue, 
Lawrence J. Darken, William H. Darken, Charles H. 
Darrow, Jr., Jemima E. Dater, Everett Z. Dator, Mary 
L. Davids, Herman DeHossen, Eugene A. deMauriac, 
Mr. & Mrs. William Dewsnap, D. R. L. Dexter, Viola 
Dodge, Horace O. Doty, Percy S. Doty, Frank L. 
Drummond, John Dunlap, M. V. Dupuy, The Epiphany 
Church School, Mr. & Mrs. George L. Etesse, Arthur 
W. Falk, Thomas Farley, Georgianna Feeney, Isaac 
Finlay, Mr. & Mrs. John R. Fisher, Kenneth Fisher, Dr. 
& Mrs. Percy C. Fisher, Mr. & Mrs. William H. Fisher, 
Florence W. Forbes, Ralph W. Frambach, Hattie 
Franklin, Hosey Gamble, Margaret A. Gamble, Vito 
Gasparini, Sydney J. Geismar, John L. Gibbons, The 
Girls' Friendly Society, Mr. & Mrs. Frederick B. 
Gordon, Cy Gousset, George W Graham, James A. 
Graham, Louis J. Graue, Fred Grey, the Great Atlantic 
& Pacific Tea Co., the Great Eastern Stores, Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph W. Griffith, Edmund R. Grofsick, Elinore 
Grosman, Edward Hamilton, Harry I . Hand, Marcus 
Hanson, Warren E. Hantsch, Edna Haring, Mabel Haring; 
Catherine L. Harris, Elizabeth Hartman, Harry Hartt, 
Malachi E. Higgins, William J. Hill , Mr. & Mrs. Alfred W. 
Hillman, George F. Hilt, Fred Hoerschgen, J. Charles 
Hofer, Mrs. William Hoffman, Mrs. Charles Hone, Ernest 
Horn, Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W. Howard, Grace E. 
Hubbard, Martha A. Hubbard, Mary A. Hubbard, 
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poration were: Edward G. Washburne, Albert L. 
Zabriskie, William C. Lee, William G. Z. Critchley, 
Amy B. Hurd, Mary K. Lee, Henrietta L. Talman, 
Georgianna Van Houten, Catherine L. Harris, and 
Fannie M. Carver. 

Architect Wil l iam Dewsnap (who had also 
designed Allendale's fire house and the Episcopal 
Parish House) began to draw up plans for the long-
awaited building and at the March 10, 1924 Library 
Association meeting he presented prel iminary 
sketches. 

In July 1924 the Association had received the cer­
tificate of incorporation and the deed for the proper­
ty from their lawyer, Mr. DeYoe, who had donated his 
services. Others active in the Library Association 
during this period of time were H. E. Sylvester 
Buechner, Dr. Percy C. Fisher, Mrs. Robert S. McNeil, 
Miss Moelhausen, George W. Parigot, Mrs. R. A. 
Phair, J. Parnell Thomas, and Mr. R. C. Turner. 
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pleted. On December 18, 1926 a public reception and 
open house was held in the library's newly complet­
ed building. library trustees in 1926 were Frank Berdan, H. 
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Ackerman, William H. Ackerman, Peter L. Alberse, 
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Players, Wil lard Ai l ing , John 
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Anderson, Arthur A. Appert, Henry 
J. Appert, John H. Appert, Mr. & 
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Buhlman, Helen M. Buhlman, 
William B. Buhlman, The Campfire 
Girls, Louis Cappel, Oscar P. 
Carpenter, Frances M. Carver, The 
Chamber of Commerce, J. M. 
Christopher, Richard J. Christopher, 
Willis Christopher, J. Hyde Clain, 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cockroft, Mr. & Mrs. David 
Colburn, Clara H. Cooper, Elwood T. Critchley, 
Norman G. Critchley, Mr. & Mrs. Perry Critchley, Mr. 
& Mrs. William G. Z. Critchley, Maude Cunningham, 
William Cunningham, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur P. Dargue, 
Lawrence J. Darken, William H. Darken, Charles H. 
Darrow, Jr., Jemima E. Dater, Everett Z. Dator, Mary 
L. Davids, Herman DeHossen, Eugene A. deMauriac, 
Mr. & Mrs. William Dewsnap, D. R. L. Dexter, Viola 
Dodge, Horace O. Doty, Percy S. Doty, Frank L. 
Drummond, John Dunlap, M. V. Dupuy, The Epiphany 
Church School, Mr. & Mrs. George L. Etesse, Arthur 
W. Falk, Thomas Farley, Georgianna Feeney, Isaac 
Finlay, Mr. & Mrs. John R. Fisher, Kenneth Fisher, Dr. 
& Mrs. Percy C. Fisher, Mr. & Mrs. William H. Fisher, 
Florence W. Forbes, Ralph W. Frambach, Hattie 
Franklin, Hosey Gamble, Margaret A. Gamble, Vito 
Gasparini, Sydney J. Geismar, John L. Gibbons, The 
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Gordon, Cy Gousset, George W Graham, James A. 
Graham, Louis J. Graue, Fred Grey, the Great Atlantic 
& Pacific Tea Co., the Great Eastern Stores, Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph W. Griffith, Edmund R. Grofsick, Elinore 
Grosman, Edward Hamilton, Harry I . Hand, Marcus 
Hanson, Warren E. Hantsch, Edna Haring, Mabel Haring; 
Catherine L. Harris, Elizabeth Hartman, Harry Hartt, 
Malachi E. Higgins, William J. Hill , Mr. & Mrs. Alfred W. 
Hillman, George F. Hilt, Fred Hoerschgen, J. Charles 
Hofer, Mrs. William Hoffman, Mrs. Charles Hone, Ernest 
Horn, Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W. Howard, Grace E. 
Hubbard, Martha A. Hubbard, Mary A. Hubbard, 
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Harrison M. Hummer, John C. Hunt, J. Berkeley 
Hunter, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin W. Hurd, Benjamin F. 
Hutches, Emma L. Hutchinson, O. C. I rwin, Dean 
Jackson, Ethel Powell Jackson, Andrew Jakobi, 
Christine M. Jaeger, Ida L. Jersey, Albert Johnson, Mr. 
& Mrs. Charles Johnson, Ruth Johnson, T. Dunbar 
Johnston, Mr. & Mrs. Louis Jones, Ray V. Jones, 
Edward F. Keen, Helen W. Kellett, Matthew J. Kelsh, 
Winifred Kennedy, Mrs. R. Ketchum, Mr. & Mrs. Alan 
G. Kistler, Alfred Klaschka, Henry J. Knack, Caspar J. 
Korndorfer, Wil l iam F. Kornhoff, Mr. & Mrs. 
Frederick Koster, Henry G. Kraemer, Paul 
Kunkleman, Edgar L. LaBoyteaux, Wil l iam M. 
LaBoyteaux, Eva Laverty, Ar thur A. Lawrence, 
William R. Lawrence, Mr. & Mrs. William C. Lee, Mr. 
& Mrs. William Lightbody, Mr. & Mrs. George F. 
Linke, A. Lloyd, Elsie H. Mainey, Mr. & Mrs. Chartre 
D. Mallinson, John A. Mallinson, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 
Mallinson, Wil l iam H. Mallinson, 
John A. Mallinson, Augustus J. 
Marks, Mrs. B. Matheson, Mr. & 
Mrs. Wil l iam McDowel l , Frank 
McGraw, Mr. & Mrs. J. Wesley 
MacKeeby, Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. 
McNeil l , Mr. & Mrs. James 
McNelley, Margaret McNelley, 
Edward J. Megnin, Eugene E. 
Megnin, Mrs. George Megnin, 
Eugene Melchionna, Mr. & Mrs. 
Ambrose K. Merril l , Mr. & Mrs. John 
R. Metzger, Fred Meyer, Delia 
Archer Miller, Ernest W. Miller, 
Ralph L. Miller, Thomas Miller,Mr. 
& Mrs. Fred Miltz, Robert G. Moffet, 
Arthur Mohan, James J. Morrissey, 
Percy H. Morss, Wil l iam D. 
Mowerson, Rudolph W. Mylius, 
William Mylius, Mr. & Mrs. William 
0. Neufeld, George P. Nimmo, Robert L. Nimmo, 
Mary E. Olmstead, George W. Parigot, Martha C. 
Parkhurst, Mary S. Parkhurst, Mr. & Mrs. A. W. 
Parsons, Austin W. Parsons, Hugo R. Pausin, William 
Peasy, Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Phair, Godfrey Pittis, 
Mary Poli, Beiu'amin M. Post, Mr. & Mrs. George M. 
Potter, Anna Powell, William M. Pownall, 3rd, Etta S. 
Price, Florence M. Pritchett, Charles A. 
Quackenbush, Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius Quackenbush, 
Mr. & Mrs. Garret H. Quackenbush, Roy 
Quackenbush, Mr. & Mrs. Queeney, Louis Rahmer, 
Donald Rathbun, Jessie G. Richoffer, Alfred W. 
Roberts, William Robinson, Fred Rogers, Charles F. 
Roos, Fred H. Roos, Jessie L. Roos, Lill ian M. Roos, 
Louis E. Rossner, Maytie S. Rowland, Philip J. 
Rudden, Leslie A. Rudolph, Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. 
Russell, Mr.& Mrs. George W. Russell, Carrie E. 
Russell, Everett Sayre, Mazie Schmidheini, Herman 

K. Schoenheiter, Max Scholz, May H. Selfridge, Ada 
Shuart, William E. Sims, Ralph M. Skinner, Charles F. 
Smith, Mary Smith, Bert Sneden, Mr. & Mrs. J. 
Morton Southwick, Charles W. Stacker, Ellen Storms, 
Jacob J. Storms, Clemens W. Strangfeld, Ludlow P. 
Strong, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Strong, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur B. 
Sullivan, Carrie Switzer, Genevieve Talman, Mr. & 
Mrs. William C. Talman, William V. Talman, Cornelia 
Tamburello, Walter Temperlyn, Mrs. D. N. Terhune, 
Howard R. Terhune, J. Parnell Thomas, Henry N. 
Thurston, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Tomalin, Doris Tomalin, 
Paul Tomalin, Philip Tomalin, Winifred Tomalin, 
Anna Burns Tynan, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Tyner, Jr., Mrs. 
M. Vailliant, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Van Blarcom, Stephen 
J. Van Blarcom, Edward Vanderbeek, John J. 
Vanderbeek, Murie l Vanderbeek, Mrs. Theresa 
Vanderbeek, Mrs. Eva Van Dien, Abram Van Horn, 
Mrs. John Van Horn, Mr. & Mrs. S. T. Van Houten, Sr., 

Allendale business section, Plaza Square, looking west, 1929. 

Mr. & Mrs. S. T. Van Houten, Jr., William Varey, 
Joseph A. Vernon, Mary Voorhis, Jack C. Ward, Karl 
E. Warmeling, Edward G. Washburne, Camille E. 
Watson, James E. Webb, Clara M. Weber, Charles 
Weeks, George Wehner, Mrs. George White, Mr. & 
Mrs. Frederick J. Whittaker, Margaretta Wilkin, 
Henry R. Wilking, Robert J. Williams,, Mrs. Albert 
Williamson, George H. Wilson, George M. Wilson, Mr. 
& Mrs. William Wilson, Albert R. Winans, Herbert 
Winter, John W. Winter, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Winters, 
Fred Winters, Garret Winters, John L. Winters, M. 
Wolf, Mrs. A. Wolfersberger, Mrs. M. Wolfersberger, 
William Wolfersberger, The Allendale Woman's Club, 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles S. Woodruff, Mr. & Mrs. Floyd S. 
Wright, John Yeomans, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Young, 
Mrs. Marvin Young, Mr. & Mrs. Albert L. Zabriskie, 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Zabriskie. 

During 1927 and 1928 four Windsor chairs were 
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The Toll Gate House, on the southern corner of the 
Franklin Turnpike and Crescent Avenue, in a view 
about 1920. 

intersection of 
looking south, 

donated to the Allendale Library by the Allendale 
Woman's Club, bronze letters were installed above 
the door, the library grounds were graded, the old 
fire gong was removed from the property, and the 
Allendale Garden Club landscaped the grounds and 
planted shrubbery. 

By 1930, Allendale's turn-of-the-century popula­
t ion had nearly tripled, and the library had begun to 
outgrow its small bui lding. 5 2 

ROADS, CARS, HORSES & OTHER 
TRANSPORTATION 

By the summer of 1917 automobile traffic on week­
ends along Franklin Turnpike through Allendale had 
grown to such proportions that Allendale firemen 
were often called out to supplement Allendale's mar-
shalls and deputy marshalls to regulate the f low In 
June 1917, marshalls and special police regulating traf­
fic on Franklin Turnpike included Ernest R. Steele, 
Fred Koster, Charles Johnson, George Parigot, Charles 
F. Smith, John Yeomans, E. Hilbert, Fred Rose, J. 
Ackerman, and John Mowerson and it was reported in 
mid-June that "for the first time in over a month not 
one accident occurred on Franklin Turnpike." 5 3 

The Ramsey Journal of June 20,1918 reported that 
"Al l day Sunday and far into the evening Allendale's 
firemen and Marshall Fred Grey appeared on police 
duty on the Turnpike." In 1918 signs had been erected 
on Franklin Turnpike south of Allendale Avenue warn­

ing all motorists to slow down. 
According to items in The 

Ramsey Journal, in 1923 and 1924 
new trolley stops in Allendale were 
being built at Heights Road and 
Orchard Street. The Heights Road 
stop, under construction in Decem­
ber 1923, was built on a platform 
and lights were installed. These 
may have been flag stops, but were 
not regular stops on the line. Long­
time Allendale residents do not 
remember these two stops, and it is 
possible that they were never built, 
or existed only briefly. 5 4 

From its earliest days, the trol­
ley line had been plagued by acci­
dents. In Allendale in September 
1924 Fred Rogers was hit by a trol­
ley car at the Orchard Street cross­
ing. His truck was demolished, but 
he was fortunate to escape wi th 

55 
only cuts and bruises. 

The trolley line in this area was 
slowly losing business to buses. 
One of the first lines to go through 

Allendale were the Blue Buses, w i th college men as 
drivers. This line traveled from Suffern to Paterson. 
Later, in 1923 or 1924, Arrow Buses started to run 
through Allendale, and by 1925 the Safety Transit 
Corporation ran a bus line from Saddle River to 

56 57 
Paterson through the borough. ' 

The Holland Tunnel was completed in 1927 linking 
lower Manhattan wi th Hudson County and the west 
side of the river, and by 1928 there were 275 miles of 
improved county roads throughout Bergen. Well 
before this, the automobile, once the rich man's novel­
ty and plaything, had become available to the masses 
at reasonable prices. In 1920 in Bergen County there 
were more autombiles per capita than in any other 
place in the nation arid the car had become almost a 
necessity. Every weekend cars poured out of the city 
and onto Bergen County roadways as city drivers 
joined the suburban car owners out for a spin. Bergen 
County began to experience its first traffic jams. In 
1924 there were 20,000 automotive vehicles registered 
in Bergen County (90% of them passenger cars); by 
1930 the number had risen to 76,000. 

In August 1923 a motorist had knocked down and 
damaged the stop-go signal at the intersection of 
Franklin Turnpike and Allendale Avenue. By 1925, 
State Police troopers, including Charles Schwartz, 
John Hogan, and Charles Haulenbeek were kept busy 
every weekend regulating traffic on Allendale's 
Franklin Turnpike crossings. 

Some Allendale residents resisted the new auto-
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The Toll Gate House, on the southern corner of the 
Franklin Turnpike and Crescent Avenue, in a view 
about 1920. 

intersection of 
looking south, 

donated to the Allendale Library by the Allendale 
Woman's Club, bronze letters were installed above 
the door, the library grounds were graded, the old 
fire gong was removed from the property, and the 
Allendale Garden Club landscaped the grounds and 
planted shrubbery. 

By 1930, Allendale's turn-of-the-century popula­
t ion had nearly tripled, and the library had begun to 
outgrow its small bui lding. 5 2 

ROADS, CARS, HORSES & OTHER 
TRANSPORTATION 

By the summer of 1917 automobile traffic on week­
ends along Franklin Turnpike through Allendale had 
grown to such proportions that Allendale firemen 
were often called out to supplement Allendale's mar­
shalls and deputy marshalls to regulate the f low In 
June 1917, marshalls and special police regulating traf­
fic on Franklin Turnpike included Ernest R. Steele, 
Fred Koster, Charles Johnson, George Parigot, Charles 
F. Smith, John Yeomans, E. Hilbert, Fred Rose, J. 
Ackerman, and John Mowerson and it was reported in 
mid-June that "for the first time in over a month not 
one accident occurred on Franklin Turnpike." 5 3 

The Ramsey Journal of June 20,1918 reported that 
"Al l day Sunday and far into the evening Allendale's 
firemen and Marshall Fred Grey appeared on police 
duty on the Turnpike." In 1918 signs had been erected 
on Franklin Turnpike south of Allendale Avenue warn­

ing all motorists to slow down. 
According to items in The 

Ramsey Journal, in 1923 and 1924 
new trolley stops in Allendale were 
being built at Heights Road and 
Orchard Street. The Heights Road 
stop, under construction in Decem­
ber 1923, was built on a platform 
and lights were installed. These 
may have been flag stops, but were 
not regular stops on the line. Long­
time Allendale residents do not 
remember these two stops, and i t is 
possible that they were never built, 
or existed only briefly. 5 4 

From its earliest days, the trol­
ley line had been plagued by acci­
dents. In Allendale in September 
1924 Fred Rogers was hit by a trol­
ley car at the Orchard Street cross­
ing. His truck was demolished, but 
he was fortunate to escape wi th 
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only cuts and bruises. 

The trolley line in this area was 
slowly losing business to buses. 
One of the first lines to go through 

Allendale were the Blue Buses, w i th college men as 
drivers. This line traveled from Suffern to Paterson. 
Later, in 1923 or 1924, Arrow Buses started to run 
through Allendale, and by 1925 the Safety Transit 
Corporation ran a bus line from Saddle River to 
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Paterson through the borough. ' 

The Holland Tunnel was completed in 1927 linking 
lower Manhattan wi th Hudson County and the west 
side of the river, and by 1928 there were 275 miles of 
improved county roads throughout Bergen. Well 
before this, the automobile, once the rich man's novel­
ty and plaything, had become available to the masses 
at reasonable prices. In 1920 in Bergen County there 
were more autombiles per capita than in any other 
place in the nation arid the car had become almost a 
necessity. Every weekend cars poured out of the city 
and onto Bergen County roadways as city drivers 
joined the suburban car owners out for a spin. Bergen 
County began to experience its first traffic jams. In 
1924 there were 20,000 automotive vehicles registered 
in Bergen County (90% of them passenger cars); by 
1930 the number had risen to 76,000. 

In August 1923 a motorist had knocked down and 
damaged the stop-go signal at the intersection of 
Franklin Turnpike and Allendale Avenue. By 1925, 
State Police troopers, including Charles Schwartz, 
John Hogan, and Charles Haulenbeek were kept busy 
every weekend regulating traffic on Allendale's 
Franklin Turnpike crossings. 

Some Allendale residents resisted the new auto-
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mobiles for as long as they could. Shirley White Cross 
recalled that Dr. Godfrey Pittis kept his horse and 
buggy unti l 1927 or 1928, when her brother, G. Nelson 
White, at age 21, taught him to drive his first car. 

There were more and more automobiles in 
Allendale and fewer and fewer horses, but the new­
fangled horse and buggy replacements brought a 
whole new set of mishaps. I n August 1919 
Georgianna Van Houten broke her wrist cranking a 
flivver, and Fred Grossman Sr., one of Allendale's 
taxicab drivers, broke his wrist while cranking his 
Ford. In October, according to The Ramsey Journal, 
the touring car of Rev. J. D. Kennedy "decided to start 
on its own accord last Friday during its owner's 
absence. I t landed in the Long Rack Brook near the 
Christopher bridge and it took a great deal of maneu­
vering to place i t back on Park Avenue in the dry . " 5 8 ' 5 9 

When i t came to winter and snow, horse-driven 
sleighs were the vehicle of choice unti l the twenties. 
At this early point of the automotive age, most cars 
stayed home when i t snowed. Herb Winter noted on 
February 17, 1920 that he saw the first auto around 
town in two weeks after the winter snows. 

Henry Thurston ushered in a new age when on 
January 12, 1922 he used the first motor-driven snow-
plow in Allendale. Herbert Winter recorded the event 
in his diary: "Henry Thurston used a motor driven 
plow to clear, the streets of snow — no horses." 

On September 1,1925 a concrete plaza was poured 
in the center of the business section of Allendale, and 
by June 20, 1927 West Allendale Avenue through the 
business section was being widened, and new light 
standards were being installed. By 1928 West 
Allendale Avenue was a hard surfaced street from the 
bank to the Plaza. In September 
1927 new street lights, on stan­
dards, were donated by the 
Allendale Chamber of Commerce 
to the town. These were 
installed along West Allendale 
Avenue through the business 
section. 

New roads were steadily 
being opened and named in 
Allendale. Powell Road, run­
ning south from East Allendale 
Avenue over what had been the 
Powell family's farmland, was 
open and called by that name 
by 1919. Vreeland Place was 
probably named for William C. 
Talman's wife, Henrietta Louise 
Vreeland. 

Roads that crossed the rail­
road tracks at various locations 
in Allendale continued to be 

dangerous accident sites. Ground flagmen were on 
duty between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., but after those hours, 
traffic had to "watch for the wig-wag" or listen for the 
bell. There were no gates at the Allendale crossings. 

In August 1925 two men were instantly killed and 
one seriously injured in an accident in which an east-
bound express train plunged through their automo­
bile at the Park Avenue crossing, just south of the 
station. Carlton Hutchinson, Jr., 40, and Mr. McGraw, 
36, were killed, and Thomas J. Curtin, 50, suffered 
fractured ribs and a fractured sku l l . 6 0 

On Apr i l 1, 1926 Harry Conklin of Upper Saddle 
River was driving through the borough when his 
Ford was struck by a train at Allendale at about 7:34 
a.m. Conklin seemed oblivious to the flagman, bell, 
wig-wag, and calls of early commuters who saw the 
tra in coming. He continued through the West 
Allendale Avenue crossing, just north of the station, 
into the path of the oncoming locomotive. Conklin 
and his car were tossed to the side of the track. The 
car was a complete wreck, but Conklin, though 
unconscious and bleeding, was taken to Good 
Samaritan Hospital at Suffern, where i t was hoped 
that he might recover. 6 1 

HOME BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT 
In August 1920 Charles Finch and Edgar A. DeYoe 

began to bui ld houses on Dale Avenue. Other con­
tractors and builders who were active in Allendale 
during this era included Henry J. Knack, John W. 
Rudolph (also an architect), Harry Pinckney, and 
Herman deHossen, who built several houses on the 
south side of Crescent Place and elsewhere in Allendale. 

Train arriving at the Allendale station in 1918. 
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James E. Webb opened up Crescent Place and 
began building houses on the road in the 1920s. He 
built, among other homes in Allendale, all of the pre-
1940 houses on the north side of Crescent Place. 

William Kornhoff and his son, Leon Kornhoff, 
trading as Kornhoff & Kornhoff began in 1929 to 
develop Cherokee Park Estates, on Iroquois and 
Cherokee Avenues. 

By 1929, August Helm & Co. and Wil l iam 

Recreation Park, Allendale, N. J . 

Above, Recreation Park, showing the grandstand, about 1918. 

Below, swimming Pool at Recreation Park in 1929. 

Iandiorio, a contractor and builder, were building 
houses in the Allendale Park Estates, on Homewood, 
Midwood, and Elmwood Avenues. The houses here 
were advertised as new brick veneer houses, each 
wi th a garage, on 75 x 120 foot lots. Convenient terms 
were offered to buyers, or the houses could be rent­
ed for $75 a month. The lots were sold in multiples of 
25-foot frontages. 6 3 , 6 4 

George M. Wilson, builder and contractor, was 
developing Birchwood in 1929. 
He also opened up Beatrice 
Street, named for his first wife, 
Beatrice Gibbs Boardman. 

UTILITIES AND SERVICES 

An early telephone exchange 
was located in a private house 
in Saddle River on the east side 
of what is now Route 17. People 
remembered Mrs. Smith as the 
chief operator of the exchange. 
The telephone in use then was a 
wall box type of telephone wi th 
a bell you rang when you called 
someone. The second type of 
telephone was a receiver set on 
a standard. This model auto­
matically signalled the operator 
when the receiver was lifted. 

In July 1924 New Jersey 
State Troopers had a headquar­
ters in the Van Blarcom house 
on the northeast corner of West 
Allendale Avenue and Maple 
Street. On February 25, 1927 
this office closed. State 
Troopers D. J. Walsh and W. R. 
Lange, stationed at Allendale, 
were patrol l ing Frankl in 
Turnpike the last Monday in 
July in 1924 when they made 
the "important capture of two 
big truck loads of what was 
termed high powered beer" on 
its way to New York City. The 
Ramsey Journal on July 31, 
1924 reported that the troopers 
became suspicious when they 
noticed two immense trucks 
wi th enclosed bodies, of the 
type used as moving vans, and 
they ordered the drivers to 
stop. Inside they found 150 bar­
rels of high powered beer 
wor th at least $20,000. 65 
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A gas company had been 
surveying in Allendale as early 
as December 1900, but no gas 
service was then installed. 
Despite the persuasive efforts 
of a number of Allendale resi­
dents during the 1910s and 
early 1920s, including Robert 
Cockroft (who was made an 
honorary member of the 
Allendale Board of Trade in 
1922 for his efforts to induce 
the Public Service Co. to bring 
its gas lines to Allendale) gas 
service did not come to 
Allendale unt i l 1926. On Apr i l 
17, 1926 the Public Service 
Company broke ground in 
Allendale to begin laying gas 
mains in the borough. About 
36 miles of steel gas pipe were 
to be installed in Hohokus, 
Waldwick, Allendale, Ramsey, 
Mahwah and Cragmere, to 
extend Public Service's gas 
lines. Service for Allendale 
was expected to begin by the 
end of the year. Public Service 
Electric and Gas Company's 
extension of their mains 
through Allendale was consid­
ered quite a v ictory for 
Allendale Mayor Wil l iam 
Kornhoff, who had been in 
contact w i th the company for 
some time in attempts to per­
suade them to install service 
lines through the borough. 6 6 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

On May 30, 1925 the memo­
rial monument at the park at 
the corner of Park and 
Brookside Avenues was 
unveiled. The park was origi­
nally laid out as a private park 
for the use of the residents of the development estab­
lished in this neighborhood in 1870 by Herman 
Tallman and Harvey Sherwood. At some later point, 
possibly in 1914, the park was either turned over, or 
reverted through eminent domain, to the borough. 
Since 1925 and the unveiling of the monument, the 
park has been known as Memorial Park. 

Charles F. Smith was manager of the Allendale 
Baseball Association in 1917, George Nimmo was 

Above, Allendale School girls' basketball team, 1918. Seated are, left to 
right, Rose Holman, Gertrude Robinson, Clara Nealis, and Mary 
Robinson. Standing are Edna Grossman, Ethel Braun, Mary Hutches, 
Willard Ailing (School Principal), Mabel Knack, Nancy Barnes, and Betty 
Anthony. 

Below, the Allendale Browns in 1929. Shown are, seated, left to right, 
Critchley, Steele, O. Vanderbeek, Wilson, Powells, Austin. Standing: 
Powley, Arentzen, Grady, Weber, Dexter, Gass, Hallabohn, Winters, 
Buhlman, F. Vanderbeek. 

managing the Allendale Baseball team in 1918, 
Everett Burtis and George Bulhman had charge of 
the Allendale Baseball Club in 1919, and an 
Allendale-Ramsey baseball club was playing here 
during the summer of 1923. In 1927, George Wilson 
was managing the Allendale Baseball Club, and in 
1930 Edgar Austin was manager of the Allendale 
Browns baseball club, wh ich was playing at 
Allendale's Recreation Park by 1917. 
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In mickTune 1927 men were at work cleaning and 
repairing the swimming pool at Recreation Park. The 
bottom was being scraped and new concrete sides 
and a new concrete dam were being installed. The 
work, being done under the supervision of the Shade 
Tree Commission, was to prepare the pool for a July 
4th opening. 

The Fourth of July had long been a festive day in 
communities all over the country and Allendale was 
no exception. 1918's Independence Day celebration 
was really special because Allendale played host to 
soldiers from Camp Merritt who embarked for for­
eign service the day after these festivities, on July 5. 
Camp Merritt was established in 1917 as an embarka­
tion camp for armed forces in World War I . Its total 
area was 770 acres situated in the boroughs of 
Dumont, Cresskill, Bergenfield, Tenafly, Demarest, 
and Haworth, in Bergen County, N.J. I t officially 
opened on January 30, 1918 and was closed in 1919. 

The Independence Day parade in Allendale in 
1918 was delayed because the 49th Infantry band, 
scheduled to head the parade, sailed for France 
before July 4th. The 363rd Infantry band's overseas 
inspection was hurried so that i t could replace the 
49th in Allendale's parade. Allendale's guests that 
fourth of July were, in addition to the 363rd Infantry 
band, 50 other soldiers from Camp Merritt, the 
Waldwick Home Guard, and Gir l Scouts f rom 
Paterson, who were camping at George M. Potter's 
on West Crescent Avenue. Local organizations who 
participated in the parade included the Allendale fire­
men w i th their fire apparatus, the Home Guard, Boy 
Scouts, Girls' Patriotic League and school children. 
The Red Cross had a float in the parade. 

At Recreation Park there were patriotic address-

The- Daniel Van Blarcom farmhouse and barns at 117 Hillside 
Avenue, in the 1920s. Shown in the picture are Daniel Van 
Blarcom, Maria Jane. Van Blarcom, George Wehner, Sr., and Thekla 
Wehner. Hillside School was later built on this site. 

es and a ball game between Allendale and Camp 
Merritt teams. Allendale residents took the soldiers 
to their homes for dinner, after which there was a 
concert by the Army band in front of Borough Hall 
and dancing to the music of the band. The crowd at 
Recreation Park was said to number about 2,000.67 

On July 4, 1921, according to The Ramsey 
Journal, "Allendale celebrated Independence Day 
w i th old time noise and honors. Late sleepers were 
given t i l l 7 a.m. when the Fire Chief blew the siren, 
the Legion fired a salute of six bombs, and the fire­
men rang the fire hoops." The day continued w i th a 
parade, featuring various Allendale groups and orga­
nizations and G. A. R. veterans Simon and Morrison. 
A double header ball game was held, and many swam 
in the Allendale swimming pool at Recreation Park. 
That evening, about 50 families living in the section 
around Memorial Park pooled their resources to pre­
sent a celebration....Bijou's band was brought from 
New York and furnished music from 8 unti l 11. The 
four sides of the park were strung w i th Japanese 
lanterns and lights were installed in the park, w i th 
Rockland Electric Company donating the power. A 
display of fireworks was set off, and children were 
given sparklers. Refreshments were served and there 
was dancing on the lawn of the park. "To add to the 
credit due those who inaugurated this pleasant 
affair," noted The Ramsey Journal, i t should be said 
that early on the day of July 5, the park was in as per­
fect order as before the celebration." 

POSTAL SERVICE 
John Winter had been named postmaster in 1914, 

and he moved the post office to his store. In 1919 F. 
Hil lman (acting postmaster) succeeded him. William 

G. Z. Critchley was appointed post­
master in 1920 and held the position 
unt i l 1936. On January 11, 1926 the 
Allendale Post Office was moved to 
the Kornhoff Bui lding at 79 West 
Allendale Avenue. 6 8 

F I R E S AND THE 
ALLENDALE F I R E DEPARTMENT 

On November 13, 1920 a fire siren 
was installed on roof of the Fire 
House. 

One house on Franklin Turnpike in 
Allendale was the location of two 
incendiary events in 1925. In 1912 
Herbert B. Tremaine had bought the 
old Ackerman-Shearman homestead 
on Franklin Turnpike (at the site of 
what is today the Allendale Nursery) 
and had the house and grounds 
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remodeled and landscaped, turning the property into 
a showplace w i th gardens and a nursery, kennels, 
and stables. When i t was completed, the house was 
featured in the real estate section of the March 5, 
1916 issue of The New York Times. 

In its article, The New York Times described the 
house as a Colonial home whose "wide clapboards 
are painted white, the shutters green, and w i th the 
gray shingled roof the atmosphere of the good old 
Colonial type is delightfully presented. The interior 
contains a large living room wi th enclosed porch, 
dining room wi th glazed breakfast porch, coat closet 
and wash room, kitchen servants' hall and dependen­
cies. A dog room is placed under the main stair 
accessible to the kitchen and w i th a door to the side 
yard. Five master's bedrooms', two wi th sleeping 
porches adjacent and four baths are on the second 
floor. Four servants' rooms, bath, sewing room and 
large hanging room are on the th ird floor. Lucian E. 
Smith was the architect. The house represents a cost 
of about $25,000. The property contains ten acres, 
w i th a large frontage on Franklin Turnpike." 

Tremaine died December 11, 1919 and about five 
years later, the property, owned by the Tremaine 
estate, was leased out and run as a roadstand called 
the Allendale Manor. Run by Jack O'Dea, the Allendale 
Manor was a hotel and notorious roadhouse wi th con­
nections to bootlegging and gangster activities. By 
1925, O'Dea, 26 years old, had been in Allendale for 
several months. He had come from Carlstadt, where 
he had run a similar establishment, the Carlstadt Inn, 
on Paterson Plank Road. Previous to that, he had run 
the Lafayette Club, at 601 Passaic Avenue, West 
Hoboken. In 1925 he was under two indictments for 
prohibition violations and for maintaining disorderly 
houses. According to newspaper reports, he was 
preparing to name his bootlegging cohorts. 

At noon on March 30, 1925, O'Dea got into his car, 
parked in front of the Allendale Manor, stepped on 
the starter, and was blown apart by a bomb wired to 
the car's ignition. The explosion was of such force 
that O'Dea's bones were all broken and his body was 
hurled through the roof of the car.- Although no one 
was apprehended, i t was generally felt that the boot­
legging ring was responsible for O'Dea's death. 6 9 

Two and a half months later, on June 16, 1925 at 
11:30 p.m. Federal agents raided the Allendale 
Manor, and according to newspapers, a small quanti­
ty of liquor was found. A day later, on June 17, a fire 
broke out at the roadhouse at about 4 a.m, just two 
hours after Mrs. Helen Rose, its proprietor, left the 
premises. She returned at 4 a.m. to find the building 
in flames. She and M. Natelli, a violinist who lived 
there, were both absent when the fire broke out, and 
both lost all their personal belongings in the fire. The 
roadhouse burned to the ground, leaving only its tal l 
br ick chimneys, which continued to stand alone for 
almost 45 years unti l they were incorporated into the 
new building of the Allendale Nursery. (Herman 
Rohsler, whose father bought the property from the 
Tremaine estate, remembers playing during the thir­
ties, as a child, in the foundations of the old Allendale 
Manor). The Allendale Fire Department recorded the 
blaze as probably incendiary and noted the probable 
loss at about $15,000.™ 

Another 1926 fire broke out on October 8th at the 
Ackerson house on Crescent Avenue. Firemen had to 
contend w i th outmoded apparatus, and in this case, 
the truck went only 100 feet on its own power, after 
which the firemen had to get off and push to get the 
truck going again. In October 1927 the department 
urged the Mayor and Council to buy new equipment, 
and in 1928 the borough bought an American 
LaFrance fire engine. 

Y'A, n in. i -mi IT 11 ~ > J - V 

The Herbert B. Tremaine residence on Franklin Turnpike, Allendale, shown in The New York Times, 
March 5, 1916. 
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Allendale's old tire iron fire 
gongs were favorite spots 
when posing for photographs. 

Above, the Wehners and 
friends pose at the fire gong 
at the intersection of Hillside 
and West Crescent Avenues, 
near Recreation Park in the 
1920s. Shown, in the rear-
are Mrs. Thekla Wehner, 
George Wehner, Jr., Henry 
Blank, an unidentified man, 
Mrs. Blank. Seated, front, are 
an unidentified child, Mrs. 
Bush, and Larry Kroll. 

Left, an unidentified woman 
and girl posing at the fire 
gong on Hillside Avenue near 
the Gousset residence. 

On Apr i l 13, 1938, responding to a brush fire on 
Park Avenue near Dr. Fielding's house, the fire truck 
became stuck in sand and had to be towed out by 
Central Garage. 

Beginning in the late twenties, Allendale firemen 
responded to an increasing number of automobile 
and truck fires, many of them caused by backfiring or 
spilled gasoline, including gasoline from leaky gas 
tanks. One automobile that caught fire after backfir­
ing near the tollgate on Frankl in Turnpike on 
September 17, 1926, was a total loss. 

Allendale fire chiefs who served during the years 
between 1917 and 1930 included Ernest Steele, 
Samuel Brower, and George W. Megnin (who was 
chief from 1922 to 1945). 

OTHER EVENTS 
On June 23, 1924, according to 

Herbert Winter, the Ku Klux Klan held 
a meeting in Allendale. Allendale resi­
dents were startled shortly after 11 
p.m. by what sounded like a bomb 
explosion. I t was soon discovered 
that a huge flaming cross had been 
ignited on the side of West Crescent 
Avenue, near the railroad crossing. 
The firemen responded to an alarm 
and soon put the fire out, but when 
fire chief Megnin returned to his 
home, he found a threatening note 
pinned to his door. 

A meeting of the Ku Klux Klan wi th 
several hundred f rom Bergen and 
Passaic Counties present, was held in 
a f ield in Allendale on Crescent 
Avenue in mid-September 1924. Cars 
began to gather at Lutz's field at about 
8 o'clock in the evening. The service 
opened w i th prayer and the singing of 
"America." No one was masked, 
although a number of those present 
wore the regalia of the order. A promi­
nent Protestant minister gave an 
address on the ideals of the KKK and 
stressed the view that they were not 
anti-Catholic/Hebrew/or Negro, but 
pro-American, standing for America 
and patr iot ism, especially love of 
country, home, and enforcement of 
the law, especially the 18th amend­
ment. During the meeting a 25-foot 
cross was burned. 

When representatives of the Ku 
Klux Klan approached the minister of 
the Archer Memorial Church to 
request the use of meeting space in 

Archer Hall, the matter was brought before a special 
meeting of the church Board, who voted 12 for and 6 
against, and permission for use of the hall was grant­
ed. Ethel Borger remembered that another meeting 
of the Klan was held in an open field on East 

71 
Crescent Avenue. 

CHURCHES 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
In May 1918 Rev. John D. Kennedy began to serve 

as pastor the church. 7 8 Kennedy officiated at a ser­
vice on June 1, 1919 at which a memorial stained 
glass window was dedicated in remembrance of 
three Allendale parishioners who died in France dur-
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Above, left, Archer Memorial Methodist Church, 1929. Above, right, Archer Memorial Methodist Church, 
interior showing new pipe organ, about 1923. 

ing the war. The window was dedicated to the mem­
ory of Marshall Couch, Gustave Nadler, and Charles 
Nidd. 7 2 

Other pastors at the church during this period 
included the Rev. William Griffin, Jr., the Rev. F. Van 
Duyne, the Rev. Karl Warmeling, and the Rev. Fred 
Kepler (who came to the church in Apr i l 1929). 

Archer Memorial Methodist Church 
Rev. Charles S. Woodruff, who began his pas­

torate in 1911 at Archer Memorial Methodist Church, 
continued unti l the Rev. J . C. Hofer came to Archer 
Church in 1925. Dr. Christopher Von Glahn succeed­
ed Rev. Hofer in 1928. 

Improvements continued to be 
made on the chapel and other 
church properties. In 1918 cement 
steps and a wal l were built at the 
Turnpike entrance of Archer Hall, 
and sidewalk was laid along the 
west side of the church property. 
During the next few years, heating 
furnaces and electrical wir ing were 
replaced. 

In 1923 a new Moeller pipe 
organ was installed, replacing the 
church's original 49-year-old organ. 
Various organists had served over 
the years, including Lizzie 
Mall inson, Mamie Smith, Byron 
Smith, Carrie Switzer, Ada 
Mallinson, and Anna Van Blarcom. 
In 1917 Mrs. Gilbert E. Nichols was 

73 
hired as the organist. 

Soon after the new organ was 

installed The Thimble Club of Archer Church was 
formed. The init ial goal of the members of this club 
was to raise $50 toward payment of the organ. After 
their init ial goal was realized, they had enjoyed each 
other's company so much that they decided to meet 
once a month to sew, socialize and raise funds for the 
upkeep and quarterly tuning of the organ. Later, they 
raised funds for other uses, including donations 
towards a new furnace and the painting of the 
church. Members of this group met on a rotating 
basis at homes of the membership. Early members 
included Miss Nellie Archer, Mrs. George Nimmo 
(Bessie), Mrs. Samuel C. Brower (Kittie), Mrs. J. M. 
Christopher (Ada), Mrs. Chartre D. Mallinson (Myra), 
Miss Sadie Mall inson, Mrs. Fred Hoerschgen 
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(Hettie), Mrs. Florence Roberts, Mrs. John 
Mowerson (Emma), Mrs. James Webb (Ida), Mrs. 
Alfred E. Atkinson (Gertrude), Mrs. Herbert J. 
Winter (Edna), Mrs. J. J. Storms (Carrie), Mrs. 
George Feldman, Mrs. Jacob Van Sickle, Mrs. R. S. 
MacNeill, Mrs. Louis Rossner (Ruth), Mrs. C. 
Rossner (Elsie), and Mrs. Gilbert Nichols 
(Hazel). 7 4 

In 1926 the church celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary. 

Guardian Angel Roman Catholic Mission 
During this time period (and unti l 1954 ) the 

mission continued to be served by priests from its 
sponsor church, St. Luke's R. C. Church in Ho-Ho-
Kus. 

In 1924 the Guardian Angel Guild was formed. 
Chapel of the Guardian Angel, in a 

converted house on Maple Street 
at the corner of Elm Street, 1929. 
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