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Councilman William Spiegelberger, chairman of
parks, and Elwood Critchley, representing the
Allendale A's baseball club (Critchley was then its
manager), appealed to the public for contributions to
pay an outstanding debt of $275.%

Other semi-pro baseball teams active here in the
early 1930s were the Allendale Browns and the
Allendale Blue Sox. The Allendale Blue Sox asked
permission of the Mayor and Council to use the
recreation park on Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
In 1934 Anthony Scafuro was manager of the Blue
Sox. George Wilson was managing the Allendale
Browns baseball team in 1932 and the team had new
cream-colored uniforms trimmed with dark green,
with a scroll letter “A” on the, shirts. The uniforms
were modeled after those worn by the Philadelphia
Athletics.

Walter Herbert Hillman remembered semi-pro
baseball in Allendale during the 1930s and 1940s.
“There were two teams,” he recalled, “the A’s and the
B’s. Oue experience I remember — the Als put a well-
known ball player on their team. He wasn’t found out
until he hit a homer over the score board. His name?
Babe Ruth. On another weekend, in the stands was
Two-Ton Tony Galento, his wife, and his boy, One-
Ton. The Scafuro boys always tried to have a surprise
for those at the games. Also, as players, the Caputi
boys could always be counted on.”

Babe Ruth visiled friends in Allendale, among
them, Dr. Harry Lampa, a dentist who lived ou
Homewood Avenue. Babe Ruth also enjoyed stopping
in at the Allendale Hotel, where, when it was nearlb%
time to close, he would go into the kitchen and cook.

The Allendale A's were managed by George
Wilson in 1933, and by Ellie Critchley in 1934. The
Allendale Browns had Edgar Austin as their manager
in 1930. The Blue Sox team manager in 1934 was
Anthony P. Scafuro.

Louis Caputi remembered that at some time in the
late 1930s or early 1840s the Allendale B's changed
their name to the Allendale A's because the second-
hand uniforms they bought happened to have A’'s on
them. He remembered other local semipro teams of
that time, including the Waldwick Outlaws and the
Darlington Athletic Club.”

Players on the Allendale A's in 1936 included Joe
Job, Bob Ibsen, Kenneth Sullivan, Harry Bogardus,
Gil Job, Pep Dexier, Eddie Brinker, Ellie Critchley,
Dick Steele, Norm Critchley, Bob Brinker, Jackic
Slothus (N.J. state championship pitcher), Dick
Ibsen, George McQuillan, Jucksy Miller and Hal
Miller. The bat boy that'year was Gene) Caputi.

Some of the baseball clubs the Allendale As
played included the Wonder Bakers of Paterson, the
New York Crusaders, Buck Wingo's Hoboken Club,
the Jersey City Colored Athletics, Chuck Jamieson's

Red Sox, the Glen Rock Athletic Club, the Howard
Beach Athletic Association (from Queens, NY), the
Lincoln Stars of Closter, the Midland Park Hoffmans,
and the Wyckoff Brooksides (The Brookside Park
Athletic Club). '

By the mid-1930s, the Allendale Fire Department
had a softball team that played at the baseball field at
Allendale’s Recreation Park. Players included Ralph
Grossmann, Harold Osborne, Joe Caputi, John Knack,
Henry Kahse, Kenneth Booth, Elwood Critchley, and
Norman Critchley. Among the groups they played
against were firemen and police teams from
Campgaw, Waldwick, Suffern, NY, and Tallman, NY.

In the fall of 1934 a football team, the Allendale
Rams, was active, with George Wilson as its manag-
er. They played at the Allendale Recreation Park.

TRANSPORTATION AND RoaADS

In 1931 the long-awaited Hudson River bridge was
completed, bringing more automotive traffic to
North Jersey. An Act incorporating the North River
Bridge Company had been approved in July 1890, but
the Panic of 1893, litigation by landowners, railroad
interests, and the Great War — World War 1 — all
intervened and held up work on the proposed sus-
pension bridge. The bridge was finally completed
and was dedicated, as the George Washington
Bridge, on October 24, 1931. The next day, on the first
day it was open to general traffic — October 25 —
56,000 cars crossed the span. The bridge broughi
with it an increase in Bergen County land values, and
inaugurated another building beom in the county in
spite of the Depression.

During the early 1930s Route 2 (later called Route
17) was planned and was in use by the mid-1930s,
from Route 4 to Ramsey, and later to the New York
state line. Many Allendale men worked on building
the road, and were paid fifty cents an hour. Route 2
was open to Ramsey by 1935,

There were many cars in use by 1931 in spite of
economic hard times (humorist Will Rogers claimed
thal we would be “the first nation in the history of the
world to go to the poor house in an automobile.”)
These days we tend to take for granted the safety fea-
tures inherent in the design and manufacture of cars,
but (not counting traffic accidenis) cars were not
always as safe as they are today. By the 1920s the
Allendale Fire Department was often called out,
within the borough and later also on Route 2, for
vehicle fires caused by backfiring. Cars often burst
o flames, some from shott circuits in wiring, some
from leaky gas lines, some from faully ignitions, and
some from other causes, and frequently such blazes
totally destroyed the vehicle.

Many roads in Allendale during this period were
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