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Geismar, Freda Buchi, Madeline Tobler, Dorothy 
Hicks, Gertrude Mackerley, and Shirley White. In 
Apri l 1938 the club's annual dance, "Maytime Swing 
Dance" was held at the Allendale Fire House. Music 
was provided by a 10-piece band called the 
"Totowegians" (Allendale resident Fred Hasenbalg 
played in this band). 4 3 

In 1939-40, the members of American Legion Post 
204 converted the old schoolhouse building on 
Franklin Turnpike into a Legion Community House. 
The building had not been used for school purposes 
since 1929, when Brookside School was opened. 
During the 1930s, the building had been used as a 
Borough Hall, but economic measures had caused 
Mayor Louis A. Keidel and his Borough Council to 
move their meetings to the Fire House in February 
1939. At that time, i t had been announced that the 
building would remain open for meetings of other 
groups, but that each organization using it would have 
to furnish its own heat, light, and janitor service. 

The bui ld ing was dedicated as the Legion 
Community House in June 1940. By that year, an 
Auxiliary to the American Legion Post 204 had been 
formed. Mrs. Dorothy Winters served as its president 
for a number of years. Many social events were held 
in the building in its days as a Legion Community 
House, including dances, wedding receptions, and 
all-night turkey dinners held every new year's eve.4 4 

Among its accomplishments during the years 
from 1931 to 1945, the Post arranged parades and 
held memorial services for Allendale soldiers at 
Memorial Park on Memorial Day each year, gave 
annual citizenship awards at Brookside School grad­
uations, made contributions toward the Bergen Pines 
pool fund and other worthy causes, and sent gift 
boxes to soldiers in VA hospitals. During World War 
I I , Commander Ernest Ar l t proposed 
sending playing cards to the soldiers 
overseas. This idea was approved by 
the state and national legion organi­
zations, and by the time the war 
ended, 2,781,000 decks of cards had 
been sent overseas, and the project 
received high praise from the military. 

Among others active in the 
American Legion Post 204 during this 
era were Grant Alston, Harold 
Bayles, Kenneth Booth, John Borger, 
Sherwood Butscher (of Upper 
Saddle River), Lyman Ceely, Dennis 
Clifford, John Fox, Edward 
Hamilton, John G. Hubbard, Jacob 
Kaplan, Charles Koman (of Ramsey), 
Arthur Levy, Russell Mallinson, John 
J. McNally, E E. Megnin, Paul D. 
O'Connor, Jr., William J. Tackaberry, 

Charles Vollaro, Carl T. Wehner, Frederick Weise, and 
William L. Winters. 

Those women active in the Allendale American 
Legion Post 204 Auxiliary during this period included 
Mrs. J. H. Ackerman, Mrs. Grant Alston, Mrs. Henry 
C. Anthony, Mrs. Ernest W. Arlt, Mrs. Harold Bayles, 
Mrs. Sherwood Butscher, Mrs. Dennis Clifford, Mrs. 
H. W. Flandreau, Mrs. Charles Gaston, Mrs. Burtis 
Griffiths, Mrs. John G. Hubbard, Mrs. Charles Ivers 
(later Mrs. Garret Tallman), Mrs. Jacob Kaplan, Mrs. 
F. Kent, Mrs. Arthur Levy, Mrs. Russell Mallinson, 
Mrs. Arthur Mohan, Mrs. Christian Otto, Mrs. Oscar 
Peinecke, Mrs. John Phillips, Mrs. Arthur Reyner, 
Mrs. Lester Richardson, Mrs. Albert Sheridan, Mrs. 
Mary Spicher, Mrs. William Tackaberry, Mrs. Mary 
Voorhis, Mrs. Carl Wehner, and Mrs. William Winter. 

Because of the war and in the interests of national 
defense, the Allendale Holiday Observers decided at 
its reorganization meeting at the Fire House in 
January 1941 to abandon its fireworks display, tradi­
tionally a part of the Fourth of July celebration. 
President Charles Vollaro promised, however, that this 
would not affect the rest of the planned program. 4 5 

ALLENDALE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
Among those serving on the Allendale Board of 

Education between 1930 and 1945 were George 
Albert, Mrs. David Colburn, Mrs. Harry Doolittle, 
Mrs. B. Perry Hamilton, Harry I . Hand, Mrs. Elias W. 
Hoppen, Martha Hubbard, Miss Mary Hubbard, Gil C. 
Job, Ray V. Jones, Edward R. Kent, Dr. Harry M. 
Lampa, and Alfred Roberts. 

Willard Ail ing and Paul D. O'Connor were princi­
pals of the school during these years. Teachers 
included Miss Helyn W. Anthony (later Mrs. C. Kern 

Allendale School on Brookside Avenue in 1939. 
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Allendale School graduating class, 1931. Front row, left to right: Adele Woolley, Catherine Novakowski, 
Ethel Cappel, Willard Ailing (Principal), Gertrude Robinson (teacher), Mayrose Schmidheini, Dancy 
Pritchett, and Virginia Van Horn. Second row from front: William Hunter, Lois Carpenter, Betty Horack, 
Norma Dillon, Dorothy Sneden, Marie Quackenbush, Betty Appert, and Willis Dunkel. Third row: Frank 
Berdan, Robert Owen, Fred Price, Bernard Ichla, Samuel Alsdorf James Forshay, Stuart Billhardt, and Ted 
Blackmore. Top row, in back: Robert Trinks, Robert Dillon, and Robert West. The class graduated in the 
school auditorium on June 11, 1931. 

Meyer), Mrs. Harriet Austin, Mrs. Evangeline Craze, 
Miss Dorothy Gust, Miss Marian B. Hasbrouck, Miss 
Laura E. Hastings, Mrs. Willetta R. LaRoe, Kenneth 
MacRae, Mrs. Mildred C. Maloney, Miss Mary G. 
Miller (later Mrs. Mary Smithey), Miss Inez Norman, 
Mrs. Grace A. Peinecke, Miss Gertrude Robinson 
(later Mrs. Gertrude R. Etesse), Miss Eleanor P. 
Scannell, Louise Swartz (later Mrs. Banta), and Miss 
Martha A. Veyner (later Mrs. Russell Ackerman and 
sti l l later Mrs. Sydney Geismar). 

During the Depression years, a kichen and lunch­
room area was set up in a room near the gymnasium 
and hot lunches were served to students. When this 
makeshift room became too small for the numbers of 
students who began to stay for lunch, tables and 

benches were set up in the gymnasium, which was 
used as a lunchroom between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. each 
day unt i l 1957 when a new cafeteria was built. 

In November 1934, the PTA, which had been start­
ed in 1930, disbanded because of the lack of interest 
shown by Allendale parents, due, i t was thought, to 
the difficult times caused by the depression. Among 
the parents who had been active in the Parent 
Teacher Association were Mrs. E. R. Kent, Mrs. 
Louise Banta, Mrs. Eugene Staegemann, Mrs. 
Edward Hamilton, Mrs. Frank Berdan, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Fisher. 

The Parent Teacher Association was reorganized 
in November 1937. Among the 85 people involved at 
this reorganization meeting were those elected offi-
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cers: Mrs. Abram Harris, Mrs. T. Roger Hobbis, Mrs. 
Edmond Etesse, Mrs. Stanley Fisher, Mrs. William 
Forbes, and Clarence Springstead. Others, serving as 
chairpeople, were Mrs. B. Perry Hamilton, Mrs. D. M. 
Colburn, Mrs. O. E. Esval, Mrs. Carl Wehner, Russell 
Sweet, and Mrs. William Lightbody. 4 6 

By the late 1930s, the Allendale Public School was 
publishing a student magazine, "Brookside Ripples." 

In October 1935 a project to remodel and equip a 
room at the School for the domestic sciences, was 
approved by the Works Progress Administration, 
which was to provide more than two thirds of the 
money needed to create the room. 

American Legion Post 204 organized a junior 

patrol system at the Allendale Public School in 1940. 
On November 26, 1941, w i th Representative J. 

Parnell Thomas as a guest speaker, three commemo­
rative plaques were unveiled at the Allendale Sehool. 
The plaques honored Willard Ailing, principal of the 
school from 1907 unti l his death in 1940; Harry I . 
Hand, long-time member of the Board of Education, 
and president at the time of his death; and school 
custodian Christian Buhlman who served as janitor 
for many years prior to his death. Congressman 
Thomas had been a student at the school under 
Willard Ailing, and at the time Hand and Buhlman 
were serving the school. Funds for the plaques had 
been raised by donations under a committee com-
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Allendale School graduating class, 1932. Front row, left to right: Norma Kemp, Natalie Storms, Catherine 
Janson, Margaret Finlay, unidentified girl, Willard Ailing (Principal), Elizabeth Donahue, Marion 
Cappel, and Shirley White. Second row: Norma Drew, Betty Buchholtz, Dorothy DeGraw, Doris Winters, 
Grace Williams, May Strangfeld, and Gertrude Robinson Etesse (teacher). Third row: John Webb, Louis 
Caputi, Ray McKee, Carl Voorhis, Martin Doehling, John Carpenter, and Robert Lutz. Fourth row: Rudolph 
Scherb, unidentified boy, Norman McLeod, Ray Neufeld, Raymond West, and Vincent Kramer. Fifth row: 
Oaksman Smiley, Earle Bogardus, Clinton Rossner, and Augustus Sohne. The class graduated in the school 
auditorium on June 16, 1932. The photograph was taken by Schuyler Carteret Lee. 

Allendale Historical Society



140 T H E GREAT DEPRESSION AND WORLD WAR I I — 1930-1945 

posed of Mrs. S. T. Van Houten, Jr., Mrs. Stanley P. 
Fisher, and Principal Paul D. O'Connor. 

ENTERTAINMENT 
The 1930s was the decade of the card party in 

Allendale. Card-playing groups had been informally 
organized and meeting in Allendale by the early 
1900s, but never before had so many groups met so 
often to play cards. They played bridge, euchre, 500, 
and pinochle. Every week there were dozens of four­
somes (and multiples of foursomes) meeting to play 
cards, sometimes just for a social pastime, and other 
times to raise funds for various causes sponsored by 
Allendale organizations. Some of the card players 
met regularly, including groups such as the Social 
Eight Bridge Club, the Saturday Night Bridge Club, 
the Allendale Bridge Club, the Just a Bridge Club, 
and the Crescent Bridge Club. Other card parties 
were single events sponsored as fundraisers; and sti l l 
others were part of ongoing competitive tourna­
ments. 

1932 marked the bicentennial celebration of 
George Washington's birthday, and Allendale's vari­
ous clubs and organizations presented a series of 
commemorative programs and events from February 
through Thanksgiving of that year. The Holiday 
Observers kicked off the celebrations by presenting, 
on Monday evening, February 22nd, at 8 p.m. in the 
Allendale Public School auditor ium, a program 
including a pageant, in 12 episodes, on the life of 
George Washington. 

On the pageant committee were Willard Ailing, 

Grace M. Gordon, Edward Higgins, John Wenzel, 
Maude Feldman, Irene Hunter, Harry I . Hand, 
Caroline Storms, and Harold Bayless. The minuet 
was coached by Lorraine Fisher, and costumes were 
by Fred J. Wustl. 

Appearing in the pageant were David M. Colburn, 
David Colburn, Jr., Stewart Bi l lhardt, Martha 
Bi l lhardt, John Doty, E lwood Critchley, Marion 
Simonson, Wilma Abbott, Patricia Peardon*, William 
Anderson, Mary Higgins, J. Berkeley Hunter, Edith 
Rahmer, Hazel Lightbody, Dorothy Ai l ing, Mrs. 
Frambach, Sadie Semlear, Katherine Quackenbush, 
Evelyn Simpson, Clifford C. West, Russell Mallinson, 
Beatrice Springstead, Harriet Higgins, Mi ldred 
Kraemer, Margery Mowerson, Elsi Rossner, Violet 
Winter, Wil l iam Kastenhuber, Fred Weiss, Ethel 
Forshay, Laura Hubbard, Ethel Mallinson, Anne 
Geismar, Beth Lightbody, Henrietta Talman, Margery 
Forster, Edna Ackerman, Florence Forbes, 
Marguerite Farrell, Margery Griffiths, Tilda Linke, 
Jessie Whittaker, Edward Kent, Harold Bayless, John 
G. Hubbard, Charles Koman, J. M. Christopher, Billie 
Asten, Clara Flandreau, Herbert Flandreau, John 
Taylor, and Dr. C. H. Von Glahn. 4 7 

In July 1937, the Allendale As Baseball Club spon­
sored a fund-raising carnival on the grounds of the 
Fire House. I t was so successful that i t was held over 
for two additional nights. I t was estimated that an 

48 
average of 200 people attended nightly. 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

By the fal l of 1934, the old grandstand at 
Recreation Park, which had been 
built in 1915, was declared unsafe 
and was ordered torn down. In the 
spring of 1935 a new grandstand was 
constructed w i th money raised by 
public contributions and a donation 
from the Allendale Borough Council. 
Engineer Valentine Christian drew up 
the plans, and James Webb and Harry 
Pinckney supervised the construc­
tion. Costs jumped during the con­
struction, and in March 1936 

Memorial Park, 1929. 

* Patricia Peardon, the original Judy 
Graves of Broadway's "Junior Miss," was 
one of two former Allendale residents 
whose photographs appeared on the 
cover of Life magazine. The other was 
May Strangfeld, a World War I I nurse. 
Another former Allendale resident 
whose picture often appeared in maga­
zines and newspapers was Florence 
Pritchett, a model who dated future 
President John F. Kennedy about 1947. 
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Councilman Wil l iam Spiegelberger, chairman of 
parks, and Elwood Critchley, representing the 
Allendale As baseball club (Critchley was then its 
manager), appealed to the public for contributions to 
pay an outstanding debt of $275. 4 9 

Other semi-pro baseball teams active here in the 
early 1930s were the Allendale Browns and the 
Allendale Blue Sox. The Allendale Blue Sox asked 
permission of the Mayor and Council to use the 
recreation park on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
In 1934 Anthony Scafuro was manager of the Blue 
Sox. George Wilson was managing the Allendale 
Browns baseball team in 1932 and the team had new 
cream-colored uniforms tr immed w i th dark green, 
w i th a scroll letter "A" on the, rshirts. The uniforms 
were modeled after those worn by the Philadelphia 
Athletics. 

Walter Herbert Hil lman remembered semi-pro 
baseball in Allendale during the 1930s and 1940s. 
"There were two teams," he recalled, "the As and the 
B's. One experience I remember — the As put a well-
known ball player on their team. He wasn't found out 
unt i l he hit a homer over the score board. His name? 
Babe Ruth. On another weekend, in the stands was 
Two-Ton Tony Galento, his wife, and his boy, One-
Ton. The Scafuro boys always tried to have a surprise 
for those at the games. Also, as players, the Caputi 
boys could always be counted on." 

Babe Ruth visited friends in Allendale, among 
them, Dr. Harry Lampa, a dentist who lived on 
Homewood Avenue. Babe Ruth also enjoyed stopping 
in at the Allendale Hotel, where, when it was n e a r | ^ 
time to close, he would go into the kitchen and cook. 

The Allendale As were managed by George 
Wilson in 1933, and by Ellie Critchley in 1934. The 
Allendale Browns had Edgar Austin as their manager 
in 1930. The Blue Sox team manager in 1934 was 
Anthony P. Scafuro. 

Louis Caputi remembered that at some time in the 
late 1930s or early 1940s the Allendale B's changed 
their name to the Allendale As because the second­
hand uniforms they bought happened to have As on 
them. He remembered other local semipro teams of 
that time, including the Waldwick Outlaws and the 
Darlington Athletic Club. 5 1 

Players on the Allendale As in 1936 included Joe 
Job, Bob Ibsen, Kenneth Sullivan, Harry Bogardus, 
Gil Job, Pep Dexter, Eddie Brinker, Ellie Critchley, 
Dick Steele, Norm Critchley, Bob Brinker, Jackie 
Slothus (N.J. state championship pitcher), Dick 
Ibsen, George McQuillan, Jucksy Miller and Hal 
Miller. The bat boy that year was Gene Caputi. 

Some of the baseball clubs the Allendale As 
played included the Wonder Bakers of Paterson, the 
New York Crusaders, Buck Wingo's Hoboken Club, 
the Jersey City Colored Athletics, Chuck Jamieson's 

Red Sox, the Glen Rock Athletic Club, the Howard 
Beach Athletic Association (from Queens, NY), the 
Lincoln Stars of Closter, the Midland Park Hoffmans, 
and the Wyckoff Brooksides (The Brookside Park 
Athletic Club). 

By the mid-1930s, the Allendale Fire Department 
had a softball team that played at the baseball field at 
Allendale's Recreation Park. Players included Ralph 
Grossmann, Harold Osborne, Joe Caputi, John Knack, 
Henry Kahse, Kenneth Booth, Elwood Critchley, and 
Norman Critchley. Among the groups they played 
against were firemen and police teams f rom 
Campgaw, Waldwick, Suffern, NY, and Tallman, NY. 

In the fall of 1934 a football team, the Allendale 
Rams, was active, w i th George Wilson as its manag­
er. They played at the Allendale Recreation Park. 

TRANSPORTATION AND R O A D S 

In 1931 the long-awaited Hudson River bridge was 
completed, bringing more automotive traffic to 
North Jersey. An Act incorporating the North River 
Bridge Company had been approved in July 1890, but 
the Panic of 1893, litigation by landowners, railroad 
interests, and the Great War — World War I — all 
intervened and held up work on the proposed sus­
pension bridge. The bridge was finally completed 
and was dedicated, as the George Washington 
Bridge, on October 24, 1931. The next day, on the first 
day it was open to general traffic — October 25 — 
56,000 cars crossed the span. The bridge brought 
w i th i t an increase in Bergen County land values, and 
inaugurated another building boom in the county in 
spite of the Depression. 

During the early 1930s Route 2 (later called Route 
17) was planned and was in use by the mid-1930s, 
f rom Route 4 to Ramsey, and later to the New York 
state line. Many Allendale men worked on building 
the road, and were paid fifty cents an hour. Route 2 
was open to Ramsey by 1935. 

There were many cars in use by 1931 in spite of 
economic hard times (humorist Will Rogers claimed 
that we would be "the first nation in the history of the 
wor ld to go to the poor house in an automobile.") 
These days we tend to take for granted the safety fea­
tures inherent in the design and manufacture of cars, 
but (not counting traffic accidents) cars were not 
always as safe as they are today. By the 1920s the 
Allendale Fire Department was often called out, 
w i th in the borough and later also on Route 2, for 
vehicle fires caused by backfiring. Cars often burst 
into flames, some from short circuits in wiring, some 
from leaky gas lines, some from faulty ignitions, and 
some from other causes, and frequently such blazes 
totally destroyed the vehicle. 

Many roads in Allendale during this period were 

Allendale Historical Society



142 THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND WORLD WAR I I — 1930-1945 

sti l l unpaved. In 1933 residents of East Orchard 
Street complained about the assessed value of their 
homes claiming that "the street was only a dirt road 
and should not be assessed the same as improved 
streets." In July 1937 eleven dirt streets in the bor­
ough were given a top dressing of a mixture of tar 
and oil. The streets treated were New Street, Oak 
Street, Cottage Place, Maple Street, Heights Road, 
Walnut Place, East Orchard Street, E lm Street, 
Station Plaza, Lake Street, and Chestnut Street.5 

In 1938 and 1939, in connection w i th grade cross­
ing elimination work which had been in the planning 
stages since the early 1930s, the roadbeds at the Erie 
Railroad crossings at West Crescent Avenue, West 
Orchard Street, and at West Allendale Avenue and 
Park Avenue (at the station) were closed, and two of 
them were altered before being reopened to traffic. 

Unti l that time, the roads had crossed directly over 
the railroad tracks, resulting over the years in many 
accidents at these crossing points. In December 1932, 
for example, Leslie Rudolph and his passengers, Mrs. 
Rudolph and Warren H. Hantsch narrowly escaped 
being struck by a 9:40 a.m. Erie mail express. 
Approaching the crossing from the west, Mr. Rudolph, 
the driver of the car, misinterpreted the signal of the 
gateman at the north crossing (West Allendale 
Avenue) at the Allendale station. When he saw the 
Erie Flyer, Mr. Rudolph swerved and for about thirty 
feet the train and the car were abreast of each other — 
about three feet apart. The car then swerved to the 
right, hit a guy wire from a light pole, and stopped. 
Witnesses claimed i t was a miracle that the car did not 

53 
skid into the train on the icy pavement. 

With increasing automotive traffic, elimination of 
these direct crossings became more and more neces­
sary. At the station, the Park Avenue and West 
Allendale Avenue roads were closed off to traffic per­
manently, and because this move caused cars travel­
ing those roads to detour by a longer route, there was 
at the time, some opposition. Today, we're accus­
tomed to going around the long way, and even have a 
shortcut through DeMercurio Drive since the sixties, 
but in the late 1930s, w i th these road closings, the 
town was, in effect, cut in two. The distinction sti l l 
stands today, when services such as trash and recy­
clable pickups follow two schedules — one for 
homes east of the railroad tracks, and one for homes 
west of the tracks. 

After preliminary work of moving electric and 
telephone poles was done in the fall of 1938, con­
struction of two temporary Erie Railroad by-passes 
around the grade crossing elimination work at West 
Orchard Street and West Crescent Avenue was start-

54 
ed in January 1939. 

A new length of road was bui l t f rom West 
Allendale Avenue to Park Avenue in front of the Fire 
House, and a concrete underground walkway was 
built under the tracks for the use of commuters and 
the public on foot. 

The new crossings at West Crescent Avenue and 
West Orchard Street were achieved by making excava­
tion cuts, regrading the roadbeds and building over­
passes for the railroad tracks. The work was done 
under the supervision of the Erie Railroad, the W.P.A., 
and public utility commissioners.5 5 

In the mid-1940s, Allendale was served by two bus 
lines, the Red Bus Line, 
and Public Service Buses. 
Both ran from Ramsey 
and Allendale to Paterson. 
The tr ip, w i th frequent 
stops, took about 40 min­
utes and the fare was 

World War II first draft registration in Allendale, October 16, 1940. 

204: 56 

WORLD WAR I I 

The effects of the 
war were felt every­
where. Rationing affected 
not only, private citizens, 
but the borough as w e l l 
The Allendale rationing 
board in May 1942 issued 
certificates for the pur­
chasing of tires to seven 
individuals, one business, 
and to the Allendale 
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Water Department. 
Allendale had a local organization of civilian air­

craft spotters, Observation Post No. 236. They, as 
well as any interested citizens, were invited to attend 
a meeting on June 30, 1942 in the auditorium of the 
Allendale Public School. Men from the First Fighter 
Command, U. S. Army Air Corps were to discuss and 
demonstrate what occurred when civilian spotters 
sent in an "Army Flash." 

Scrap rubber was being collected and turned in to 
area garages. So was iron and steel, and Allendale by 
December 1942 had the distinction of being the first 
community in New Jersey to reach its per capita 
quota set in the nationwide general salvage drive. 
Allendale's 2,000 residents had collected 103 tons of 
iron and steel scrap (ten pounds per person, one 
pound more than the per capita quota). Allendale's 
total , the Bergen-Passaic chairman announced, 
would probably reach 150 tons by December 31, when 
the collections of paper and other salvage items were 
added to the iron and steel total. Burtis W. Griffiths was 
the salvage chairman for Allendale. 

Other neighboring 
communities were col­
lecting salvage, too, and 
the Ramsey Theatre held 
a special "Scrap Matinee" 
w i t h its movie on 
Saturday, October 17th, 
for the purpose of collect­
ing metal scrap. 5 7 

Allendale's June War 
Bond Sale in 1943, total­
ing $18,938.75, more than 
doubled the 1942 sales 
figure of $7,585. District 1 
War Bond Drive chairman 
Burtis Griffiths attributed 
the increase largely to the 
efforts of Allendale's 
William C. Lee, a retired 
New York City banker. 5 8 

Edith Atkinson Webb 
remembered r id ing a 
bicycle to choir practice 
at Archer Church during 
the war, when gasoline 
was scarce and was 
rationed. 5 9 

In Apri l 1943 scenes of Allendale appeared in a 
movie news reel, the News of the Day Newsreel. One 
scene showed Mayor Lyman A. Ceely buying the first 
War Bond in the Second War Loan Drive. Others in the 
scene were Burtis W. Griffiths, War Bond chairman for 
the section, Charles R. Vollaro, Thomas Brady, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Fitzpatrick and Mr. and Mrs. Louis 

Caputi. The Fitzpatricks and the Caputis each had six 
sons in the armed forces. Both mothers were shown at 
the Fitzpatrick home on Park Avenue, urging theater­
goers to buy bonds. By June 1944, when their daugh­
ter Phyllis joined the Nurse Cadet Corps, the Caputis 
had seven children in the armed services. 6 0 ' 6 1 

Mrs. Edward Jones, a member of the Allendale 
Garden Club, served as chairman of the Allendale 
Victory Garden Committee. Assistant chairman was 
George Price and zone leaders included Mr. and Mrs. 
Percy Doty, Mrs. Raymond S. Haythorne, Mrs. Frank 
Winters, Mrs. Louis Jones, Roy Quackenbush, A. W. 
Roberts, Mrs. Frank Berdan, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel E. 
Staines, Clarence Rogers, Sr., Mrs. George LeValley, 
Mrs. Charles Beaver, and Paul O'Connor. Allendale res­
idents were asked to share extra garden space wi th 

62 
those who wished to plant a garden but had no space. " 

The Holiday Observers in July 1942 appointed a 
group of men to serve on a committee to work 
toward the construction of a World War I I Honor Roll. 
This was to list all of the Allendale residents serving in 
the United States armed forces. By September, after 

Allendale's six Caputi brothers fought in World War II. They are shown in the pic­
ture above. From left to right, in the photo from the 1940s are Thomas, Vito, Joseph, 
Louis, Eugene, and Alfred. In June 1944, their sister Phyllis joined theNurse Cadet 
Corps, bringing the number of Caputi siblings serving in the war to seven. 

considering several proposals, an arrangement 
designed by Werner J. Baarck, assisted by Raymond S. 
Haythorne, was adopted. Among those on the Honor 
Roll Committee were Howard Elschner, William G. Z. 
Critchley, Fred Hasenbalg, Elwood Critchley, Harvey 
Beswick, and Harry Bogardus. 6 3 

The Honor Roll was to be placed on the vacant 
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World War I I Honor Roll dedication, October 1942. 

August 1942, David L. 
Ceely died in the Euro­
pean area in December 
1943, Eugene A. Ivers died 
in the South Pacific in 
Apr i l 1944, Bruce S. 
Maclntyre died in Belgium 
in December 1944, Edward 
J. Hamilton died in the 
Phillippines in February 
1945, Charles A. Yeomans 
died in the Pacific in 
March 1945, and John A. 
V. Sawyer died in Florida 
in August 1945. 

ALLENDALE POST 
O F F I C E 

northeast corner of Maple Avenue and Allendale 
Avenue, in the center of the business section. Dr. 
Godfrey Pittis, owner of the vacant lot, had agreed to 
allow the committee to use the location. Drawings of the 
Honor Roll were displayed in a store window in the busi­
ness section. The Allendale Garden Club was to assist 
with the landscaping. 

The unveiling and dedication of the large wooden 
sign, painted white, was held at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 18, 1942. It was attended by Gold Star Mothers, 
the families of Allendale's 98 men in service, scout 
groups, and various local civic organizations as well as 
the general public. Speakers at the dedication were 
Allendale Mayor Louis A. Keidel, Allendale Draft Board 
Chairman Charles V. Bacon, and Major John G. Hubbard 
of Washington, D.C, formerly of Allendale. The Ramsey 
High School band played. ' 

On Tuesday, August 14 1945, Allendale hailed V-J 
Day by repeated blasts of the fire siren at 7 o'clock in 
the evening. Residents congregated in the business 
section of town and welcomed the victory over Japan 
wi th all the noisemakers they could find. Showers of 
paper were tossed at passing cars, and firecrackers 
and colored flares were found and set off. The bells 
of both the Archer Memorial Methodist Church and 
The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany rang out, and 
cars and people joined the fire truck in an impromptu 
parade through borough streets. The post office was 
closed for the next two days (although incoming and 
outgoing mail was handled) and the bank closed on 
Wednesday in celebration. 

By the t ime the armistice was signed on 
November 11, Allendale had lost eight of its sons. 
John J. Fox died in the United States in September 
1941, Harold W. Scott, Jr. died in the Middle East in 

In 1936 Louise Kelly 
was appointed acting 

postmaster of Allendale, succeeding William G. Z. 
Critchley, and the post office was moved to 100 West 
Allendale Avenue (next to Winter Brothers store). 
John J. Kelly was postmaster in 1938, and Frank 
Archibald Farrell was appointed in 1942. 7 

Among the clerks working at the post office in the 
1930s were Harold F Critchley, William Anderson, 
and Edith Fitzgerald. 

ALLENDALE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

During the 1930s, the Allendale Public Library strug­
gled through the Great Depression, suffering a drop in 
library membership dues and donations and increas­
ingly feeling the lack of space in its compact buUding. 

Among those on the library's board during these 
years were Frank Berdan, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. 
Sylvester Buechner, E. Kenneth Burger, Mrs. Fannie 
E. Carver, Mrs. David M. Colburn, William G. Z. 
Critchley, Mrs. David W. Frazer, Malachi E. Higgins, 
Miss Mary A. Hubbard, Mrs. Edwin W. Hurd, Mrs. 
James W. Jackson, Ray V. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. William 
C. Lee, Robert S. McNeil, Miss Grace Moellhausen, 
Frederick L. Savage, Mrs. W. C. Talman, 
Congressman J. Parnell Thomas, Edward G. 
Washburne, and Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Zabriskie. 

At the Allendale Library Association's meeting on 
February 3, 1930, a discussion took place regarding 
the circulating library in Temperlyn's store, but i t was 
agreed, finally, that the store's library was weak com­
petition wi th the Association's library. 

On March 2, 1931 H. E. Sylvester Buechner pre­
sented a framed panel on which the names of the 
people who had contributed to the fund for the 
library building or grounds were inscribed. The 
names had been hand-lettered by his daughter, Miss 
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Eugenia Buechner. 
At the Association's 

meeting in December 1931 
it was noted that there 
were then two circulating 
libraries in local stores, 
and that a school library 
had been established in the 
Allendale Public School. 

In June 1941 Mr. and 
Mrs. William C. Lee came to 
the rescue of the library by 
offering to renovate the 
existing building and donate 
the addition of a wing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee had 
been closely involved w i th 
the library for many years. 
Mr. Lee served for over 31 
years, f irst as a trustee, 
later as vice-president and 
treasurer, and finally as 
president of the Allendale 
Library Association. His 
wife, Mary K. Lee, served 
as Allendale's volunteer librarian for over 33 years. 

By November 1941 the renovations and the new 
wing were completed. 6 8 

In March 1944, the Allendale Library Association 
minutes show, the building committee reported that 
as they could secure no coal, a load of wood was pro­
vided to keep the furnace going. 

CHURCHES 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Rectors and Vicars of the church during this peri­

od included the Rev. Karl E. Warmeling, the Rev. 
William L. Griffith, Jr., the Rev. Duane Weevil, the 
Rev. Robert J. Sudlow, and the Rev. Edwin S. Carson 
(1944-1952). 

Church groups active during this period were the 
Twelfthnighters Club and the Epic Club. 

Archer Memorial Methodist Church 
In 1936 the Rev. George F. Storey succeeded Dr. 

Christopher Von Glahn as pastor of the Archer 
Memorial Methodist Church, and he was succeeded 
in 1939 by the Rev. Herbert Sawyer. 

In 1935 the Church Aid Society put on a Tom 
Thumb Wedding as a fund-raiser. Other Tom Thumb 
Weddings were held in 1939 and in the late 1940s. 

In October 1936 the church celebrated its 60th 
anniversary w i th Jubilee Services. 

In 1937 a gas stove replaced the coal range in the 

Borough of Allendale World War I I Honor Roll, 1942. 

kitchen of Archer Hall. In the early 1940s the carriage 
sheds on the north side of Archer Hall were removed, 
and a picnic grove wi th fireplace was created on the 
site of today's parking lot. 

The church's 65th anniversary was celebrated wi th 
services and special events, including an anniversary 
dinner, from October 19 to October 23, 1941. 

In January 1945, in the face of a coal shortage and 
to conserve fuel, the church building was closed and 
services were held at Archer Hall unt i l March l . 6 9 

Guardian Angel Roman Catholic Church 
On March 31, 1931 the mission was incorporated. 

The Rev. Patrick Pindar of St. Luke's in Ho-Ho-Kus 
was administrator and secretary-treasurer, and two 
Allendale residents, Malachi E. Higgins and John F. 

70 
Donahue, were lay trustees. 

In June 1932 a new entrance had been erected on 
the Guardian Angel chapel on Maple Street. That 
same year the chapel was painted. 7 1 

The Rev. Joseph E. Price was pastor of the church 
in July 1945. 

F I R E S AND THE 
ALLENDALE F I R E DEPARTMENT 

On July 5, 1931, fire broke out in a home built by 
William Iandorio in 1929 on Homewood Avenue, part 
of the Allendale Park Estates. Previously, the house 
had been partially destroyed by a gas explosion. 

In January 1933 the Allendale Fire Department 
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The Archer Church "Tom Thumb Wedding" held by the 
Church Aid Society on November 2,1934 in the school audi­
torium. Left to right, seated, front row: -?- Woodruff Beverly 
Simon, Patsy Lampa, Barbara Stanyou, Geraldine 

McCarroll, Phyllis Arlt, Mary Jo Knack Barbara Becker, Ethel 
Winter, Jane Geismar, Jane Lawlin, William Becker, Robert 
Simpson, Harry Doolittle, Walter Arlt, Barbara Hampson, 
Peggy Ann Baarck, Anna Clara Tice, Jane Farley, Edwin 

joined the Wyckoff and Hohokus Township departments 
to fight a blaze in the 130-year-old, 20-room former resi­
dence of the late E. A. de Mauriac, on the 32-acre estate 
which stood on Brookside Avenue in Wyckoff, about 500 
feet west of the border of Allendale. Guy deMauriac, 
who lived in the gatehouse to the estate, summoned the 
firemen, but by the time they arrived the blinding was 
completely enveloped in flames and not even one piece 
of the valuable antique furniture could be saved. The 
building, valued at $55,000 and the furniture, valued at 
$7,000 were totally destroyed. 

In June 1933 the Allendale firemen saved the 
unoccupied old to l l gate house on the south corner of 
the intersection of Crescent Avenue and Franklin 
Turnpike from burning to the ground. A motorist 
passing by the building, part of the Storms estate, 
shortly after 11 p.m. saw the flames and alerted 
Katherine Quackenbush, who was returning home 
from the Allendale School's class night. An addition on 
the building was burned to the gound, but the main 
house, although damaged by water, was saved. The fire 
was believed to have been caused by vandals. 

The frame to l l house building was said to have 
been erected in 1801 and was subsequently used as a 
to l l stop on the Franklin Turnpike (also known as the 
New Prospect-N. Goshen Highway). Its last owner 
had been Mrs. Ellen Storms, who used i t as a part-
time residence and ran a small grocery and confec­
tionery business there. The house then went through 
a period as a rental home and had most recently been 
vacant and the target of repeated acts of vandalism. 
After the fire, the Rev. Dr. C. H. von Glahn, pastor of 

the Archer Memorial Church, along wi th the local 
newspaper, spearheaded an effort to form a local 
organization or historical society to purchase and 
preserve the tollhouse as a museum. There was not 
enough interest in such a project during these hard 
times, and this effort failed. 

On September 5, firemen responded to another 
fire at the house and this time the damage to the 
house was beyond repair. After several additional 
vandalism threats on the house were averted, in 
November the building was declared unsafe, con­
demned, and was razed. 

In December 1938 fire destroyed the unoccupied 
home on the southeast corner of West Crescent Avenue 
and Brookside Avenue, probably built in the late 1860s 
by the Anthony family, when they came to Allendale. 
The house was owned in 1938 by Miss Esther Adair, 
who probably acquired it in the early 1930s from the 
Walsh family. Arson was suspected because of gasoline 
soaked walls and a partially filled five-gallon gasoline 

72 73 
can found in the burning house. ' 

The Allendale Fire Chief during this period was 
George W. Megnin, who was Allendale's Chief from 
1922-1945. 

In 1938 a booklet, "Allendale and its Fire Fighters," 
was published. I t was sponsored by the Volunteer Fire 
Department of Allendale, and compiled and illustrated 
by the Federal Writer's Project of the Works Progress 
Administration, State of New Jersey. The Allendale 
Fire Department officers in 1938, as listed in the book­
let, were: George W. Megnin, chief; W. G. Z. Critchley, 
assistant chief; E. E. Megnin, captain; C. T. Wehner, 
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Grosman, Robert Secor, Doris Jones, Hope Dodge. Standing, 
second row: Marilyn Arlt, Jane Forshay, Shirley Hover, 
Florence Clifford, Grace Hover, Joan Wilson. Standing, rear: 
Marilyn Corcoran, Keith Douglas, Allan Grenz, Daniel 

Hamilton, Norman Winter, Stewart Wilson, Nedwyn Dietz, 
William Sweet, Donald Roswett, Herbert Flandreau, Bud Van 
Houten, Frank Doolittle, Jessie Mohan, Ruth Dodge, Mary 
Dillon, Mary Buchholtz, and James Colburn, 

lieutenant; Wil l iam Dewsnap, president; A. L. 
Zabriskie, vice president; W. G. Z. Critchley, secretary; 
and George Wehner, Jr., treasurer. Life members in 
1938 were John Yeomans and A. L. Zabriskie. 
Honorary chiefs in 1938 were Dr. Harry M. Archer, 
William Dewsnap, and Samuel C. Brower. 

The active members of the Allendale Fire 
Department in 1938 were: William V. Ackerman, 
Mi l ton Ackerson, John Alsdorf, Werner Baarck, 
Charles Bijou, Samuel C. Brower, Joseph Caputi, 
Elwood T. Critchley, Norman G. Critchley, William G. 
Z. Critchley, John O. Forshay, Archibald Gamble, 
David Garrabrant, George Gasparini, Vito Gasparini, 
Alwyn Grossmann, Edwin Grosman, F. M. Grossman, 
Ralph Grossmann, Louis Hoffman, Joseph Job, 
William Johnson, Henry Kahse, Jacob D. Kaplan, 
John H. Knack, William Laverty, E. E. Megnin, Frank 
L. Megnin, George W. Megnin, Pierre Megnin, Harold 
Osborne, William Pownall 3rd, William J. Reimer, 
Everett A. Straut, Walter Temperlyn, Robert Turner, 
Fred Van Horn, Edward Varick, Carl T. Wehner, 
George Wehner, Jr., Robert D. Wilson, John Winter, 
Jr., J. L. Winters, and G. Nelson White. 

Associate members in 1938 were Wilbur 
Ackerman, Grant Alston, Henry J. Appert, Harry 
Bogardus, Kenneth Booth, Albert L. Capstaff, Lyman 
Ceely, R. J. Christopher, William Dewsnap, Perry 
Dexter, J. P. Doehling, Thomas Farley, F. A. Farrell, K. 
V. Fisher, Malachi E. Higgins, Robert Hill, William Hill, 
J. G. Hubbard, Cyril Job, Fred Koster, Harry M. Lampa, 
Russell Mallinson, E. P. Megnin, R. C. Moore, William 
Osborne, C. A. Quackenbush, H. J. Rose, J. Frank 

Roualt, Walter Rumsey, H. A. Ryan, Max Scholz, J. M. 
Southwick, W. J. Spiegelberger, C. R. Sweet, Pasquale 
Taddeo, J. P. Thomas, J. W. Vanderbeek, Robert 
Wasmer, J. W. Webb, L. J. Webster, Bruce Wellington, 
G. M. Wilson, H. J. Winter, and W. L. Winter. 

T H E F L O O D O F 1 9 4 5 

After a week of steady rain, on Sunday, July 23, 
1945 dams in Ramsey at the Ramsey Country Club 
Estates and in Allendale at Crestwood Lake broke, 
releasing torrents of water at Allendale. Considerable 
damage was done to private property and gardens on 
the west side of the borough, and owners of chickens 
and livestock suffered serious losses. 

The water washed out and undermined 200 feet of 
westbound railroad track at West Crescent Avenue, 
near Christopher's Lumber Yard, leaving a ten-foot 
deep gully. The track was left suspended in mid-air 
by the washout. Although passenger service was 
diverted to freight tracks, and in spite of track main­
tenance crews working steadily round-the-clock, 
train service did not return to normal unt i l Tuesday. 

Water swept down West Crescent, West Allendale, 
and Myrtle Avenues, and the business district of 
Allendale was flooded (the water in this section was 
waist-deep at one point). Water, washed-out earth 
and debris poured into the West Crescent Avenue Erie 
underpass roadway, filling and blocking it to a height of 
about ten feet, and burying a car driven by G. 
Heinzelman of Waldwick that had been passing 
through. The driver escaped uninjured. Kenneth 
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Above, looking south along West Crescent Avenue at the Erie underpass 
during the July 1945flood. 
Below, looking west at washed out earth and debris in Erie underpass on 
West Crescent Avenue after the flood. 
Bottom, looking west at washed out railroad tracks near the Erie West 
Crescent Avenue underpass. Christopher's Lumberyard is on the right. 

Booth, responding to an alarm call, 
escaped from his stalled car in the 
roaring flood sweeping down West 
Allendale Avenue and had to wade to 
safety (the car was moved under its 
own power the following day). The 
West Crescent Avenue underpass 
was not cleared by county road 
department workers until Wednesday. 

Recreation Park was completely 
inundated when Crestwood Lake's 
retaining wall let go, pouring millions 
of gallons of water down West 
Crescent and West Allendale Avenue. 

On the east side of the borough, 
The acreage of the Allendale 
Produce Gardens (the celery farm) 
was entirely covered with water, 
and looked like a large lake. The 
entire crop at the farm was lost. 

The county bridge on Brookside 
Avenue was destroyed, along with 
the roadbed and the iron guard rail. 
This road had to be closed for some 
time, awaiting repair of the road­
way and bridge. Families had to be 
evacuated from their homes in the 
low section of Park Avenue (some 
homes had over a foot of water on 
their lower floors). Eight members 
of the Alsdorf family were taken out 
of their home by boats. 

The flooding occurred through­
out a 6-mile wide belt extending 20 
miles south of Spring Valley, N.Y. to 
Little Falls, N.J. causing damage in 
three counties (Bergen and Passaic 
in New Jersey, and Rockland in 
New York). 

The flood was reported exten­
sively in local papers and made 
New York City papers as well. Stiles 
Thomas, in the service and sta­
tioned in France at the time, 
remembers reading about the flood 
in Stars and Stripes. 74, 75, 76 
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Looking north from railroad tracks on top of Looking south from railroad tracks on top of 
the West Crescent Avenue Erie underpass at the West Crescent Avenue Erie underpass 
State troopers investigating flood damage. before flood waters subsided, at automobile 

caught in the torrent of water. 
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Above, Allendale Fire Department, about 1945. Front row, left to right: Martin Wetterauw, Wilbur 
Vanderbeek, Ed Grosman, Walter Rumsey, Charlie Ritter. Second row: Russell Stewart, Harold Brown, Kurt 
Getzlaff, Frank Occhipinti, John Webb. Third row: Elwood Critchley, Bob Wilson, Ralph Grossmann, 
Howard Uhlinger. Top row: Everett Straut?, Neils Knudsen, unidentified fireman, Bob Osborne. 

Left, 
The Allendale 
business section, 
looking ivest along 
West Allendale Avenue, 
in 1938. 
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